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“THE ONLY JUNIOR COLLEGE IN THE 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH FOR WOMEN” 


FIRST TWO YEARS OF COLLEGE WORK 
@ Preparation for transfer for college degree. 
@ Exploratory courses for discovering talents. 
@ Pre-professional training for entrance to specialized 
schools. 
LAST YEAR OF HIGH SCHOOL WORK 
@ Happy home-like atmosphere, strong religious training, 
careful social development. 


Situated in the “land of the sky” 
in Southwestern Virginia 


For information write 


THE REV. JOHN H. FRAY, D.D., President _ 
Box L, Marion, Va. 


Here Js Happiness! 


In a fully dedicated Christian life 

In a church school leading to a college degree 

In professionalized training for every Christian service 
In the Diaconate of the Lutheran Church 


BALTIMORE and PHILADELPHIA MOTHERHOUSES. 


Offer 
Spiritual development 
Collegiate instruction 
Professionalized training 
Variety of opportunity 
Service in the Church 


Joyful satisfaction 


For Information Please Write 
MILDRED WINTER, Field Secretary 
713 Muhlenberg Building 
Philadelphia 7, Penna. 
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1228 Spruce Street 


DECEMBER IS HERE! 


What does that mean in Luther League? To each of 
us it means many things, but perhaps not the same thing 
to every one of us. Nevertheless, there are several things 
which it does mean to each and every Luther Leaguer. 
What are they? 

The greatest event which comes in December is Christ- 
mas. However, that comes toward the end of the month, 
and while every thing tends in its direction and climaxes 
with that festival, there are other important events which 
come before it and which we dare not neglect. What are 
they, you ask? 

The first is the holy Advent season, that season of four 
weeks in the Church Year which immediately precedes 
Christmas and which is designed to be preparatory to the 
great event. The whole of our preparation should center 
around preparing our own hearts to receive the Christ 
into our lives anew. That is the true meaning of Advent. 

For Luther Leaguers there is at least one special way 
by which this objective may be reached. We celebrate 
Universal Bible Sunday, December 11th, as Pocket Testa- 
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ment League Day. On that day we strive to emphasize 
the importance of daily Bible reading in the life of every 
Christian. This year the theme, “The Book for a Com- 
panion,” will be used, and all Leaguers will be given the 
opportunity to sign up either as daily Bible readers or as 
members of the Pocket Testament League. A new folder, 
“Wanted . . . Needed” has been prepared for your use. 
Order your free supply from Headquarters at once if 
you have not already done so. (The American Bible So- 
ciety’s annual program of World-wide Bible reading, 
Thanksgiving to Christmas, is given on page 5 of this 
issue.) 


This year the Bible reading emphasis takes on even 


more meaning for Luther Leaguers because it is ProyEcr 
Il of OPERATION SprrituaL. We also want to encourage 
our members to become users of the Church’s devotional 
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dent. Get your supply from that source. 
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. .. That is the heart of the message of 
Christmas. And how all the world needs it! 

Despite its tinseled glory and its gilded 
gaiety, the world is often a very sad place. 
These are but a few of the many ways in 
which the world seeks to cheer its own spirits. 
The modern psychologist calls it an escape 
mechanism. But this flight from reality does 
not last for long, because the circumstances 
of life inevitably throw one back into the 
midst of its stern realities. 

Sorrow and sadness are the result of sin 
in our world. Neither was to be found in 
Gods Eden; both made their advent along 
with man’s sin. So they have been here from 
the earliest of times, and to meet them man 
has devised many things, but with little or no 
success through the long years. 

But the God who made man did not 
make him and leave him to suffer endlessly 
the ill consequences of his own misdoing. 
God’s love for man prompted His action on 
their behalf. Before times eternal He planned 
the redemption of man from the curse of sin. 
Christmas was in the mind of God from the 
beginning. And across the centuries, through 
His chosen ones, He tried to tell His people 
so. But the sending of His Son had to await 
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Joy To The World 


“the fullness of time.” So long did His com- 
ing tarry, that the hope of it grew dim with 
many. Nevertheless, there were always some 
in Israel who did not relinquish that hope. 

And then with seeming suddenness, the 
great and long-looked-for event took place in a 
cattle stall, where, in a manger crib the new- 
born Baby Jesus was laid. His was a lowly 
birth but to the accompaniment of unusual 
happenings. An angelic messenger, joined by 
“a multitude of the heavenly host,” rolled back 
the curtain of the dark sky and stepped forth 
to give a joyous message to lowly shepherds 
watching their sheep on a hillside near Beth- 
lehem. Then they went to see that which had 
come to pass. After they had seen it, “they 
made known abroad the saying which was 
told them concerning this Child.” 

Indeed, “Joy to the world! the Lord is 
come.” We of the Church have this message 
of joy “which shall be to all people.” Dare we 
keep it for ourselves alone? 

Let chimes, and organs, and voices ring out 
the message clear this Christmastide! To pro- 
claim the Evangel in song is the blessed privi- 
lege of all who blieve in Christ. Let us sing 
with gladsome voice and witness to Him as 
we sing! 
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The Badge 
of Maturity | 


By HORACE FORT * 


(approximately) \N EACH 


One day a man got on a plane in West Texas to go to 
Beaumont. He couldn’t land there because of bad weather, 
and so the plane went on to New Orleans. He couldn’t 
land there either, and eventually the weather forced him 
to go as far east as Jacksonville, Florida, before the plane 
could land and he could get off. 

When that man got on that plane, he was just like a 
person taking his or her first drink. Once he got started 
he could not stop. Young people who abstain from the 
use of beverage alcohol will not have to face that problem. 

I am proud of the fact that there are many young peo- 
ple who do not indulge in beverage alcohol, despite the 
many advertisements which try to convert their thinking 
so that they will conclude that it is the mark of smartness 
to drink. I deplore the fact that there are too many who 
_ are misled by this type of sales appeal. 

Times like these require that there be those who are 
willing to stick out their necks and to express their per- 
sonal convictions without hesitation on important life 
issues. In that respect all such are following the wisdom 
of the turtle. He won’t cross a road without first sticking 
his neck out, and seldom does a turtle get run over. 

We live in an age of anxiety and insecurity, when more 
and more people are taking the easy way out. If ever 
there was a time in history when citizens should refuse 
to escape responsibilities, it is now. World problems, 
national problems, and personal problems call for every 
ounce of clear thinking and acting on our part. Yet count- 
less numbers of people are escaping from reality and re- 
sponsibility through the use of sedatives, such as alcohol 
and sleeping pills. They are using these sedatives as 
crutches because they don’t know how to face life without 
them. 

I wish that every young person in the land could under- 
stand the great truth that the badge of a mature individual 
is a personality that doesn’t need a sedative to meet a 
social situation. 

Youth organizations, within and without the Church, 
must offer something for those who are not well adjusted. 
They must offer the socially under-privileged as well as 
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the privileged an opportunity to develop personality. All 
such youth organizations should serve as a kind of service 
club for young people who find there a fellowship based 
on sobriety and an opportunity to enjoy recreation and 
other activities that lead to well-integrated personalities. 
Active participation in them should make any person men- 
tally serene, emotionally strong, and physically capable. 

Back of all excessive drinking is pain—boredom, loneli- 
ness, unhappy homes, feelings of inferiority. People drink 
because they can’t stand their own thoughts. The one 
word that best describes the alcoholic is “inadequacy.” 
An alcoholic does not usually take alcohol because he or 
she likes it, but because of what it is supposed to do for 
him. It takes away his shyness temporarily and gives 
him short-lived feelings of superiority. For a brief spell 
he seems to live in a fool’s paradise. 

Unfortunately, drinking for these very reasons often 
starts a vicious cycle—it opens up still other problems. 
Every drinker discovers sooner or later that you can’t 
really drown your troubles in alcohol. You only irrigate 
them. After drinking you have a new and larger group of 
troubles. 

Stephen Collins Foster, America’s beloved song writer, 
is a good example. He was an alcoholic. He died in 
Bellevue Hospital at the age of 38 with but 38 cents in 
his pocket. He was desperately sick before he died. 
When they opened his purse they found in it a little scrap 
of paper on which he had penned his final words, “Dear 
Friends and Gentle Hearts.” All his life he had tried to 
find a needle that was never lost in a haystack that was 
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Every alcoholic must learn to live in reality and like it. 
4 The youth societies of our churches are trying to do just 
_ that. There in the pleasantest of fellowship young people 


the right kind of fellowship with others, and they gain 
_ feelings of superiority through learning how to excel in 
_ sports, crafts, hobbies, etc. They learn how to express 
_ both their thoughts and their emotions in healthy ways. 
Alcoholism is cancer of the emotions. It is a dangerous 
thing when young people have no wholesome avenues of 
_ self-expression for their emotions. Then they become easy 
prey to this cancer. 
____ I would like for you to think about total sobriety as 
_ the goal toward which we all should work. Two things 
_ sought after on every application blank from every ap- 
~ plicant for a job of any kind are loyalty and sobriety. My 
_ advice to every young person who is facing the alcohol 
problem is to draw a balance sheet. Put the drinking way 
_ of life on one side and the way of total sobriety on the 
_ other. Decide once and for all after studying this bal- 
ance sheet, and then you won't have to make a new de- 
- cision each time the choice arises. . 

Do you find it difficult to turn down a drink? It should 
be just as easy as refusing a pickle, or an olive, or an 
oyster, or anything else which you do not like. And you 
should have just as much right to refuse a drink as you do 
to refuse anything else which you do not wish to eat or 
‘drink. Most people will respect your choice if you make 

it in an unobtrusive and casual manner. 


Emily Post says that a hostess who serves only an alco- 
holic beverage is as impolite as one who serves only one 
dish at dinner. Wouldn’t it be ridiculous if you went to 
someone’s house to spend the weekend and your hostess 
met you at the door with questions like these: 

“What kind of toothpaste do you use? We are Ipana 
people here, and we hope you are, too.” Or... 

“Oh—I do hope you sleep on Seeley mattresses. We are 
Seeley people here.” Or... 

“I hope you wear Jantzen pajamas, because all men of 
distinction wear Jantzens.” 

We all agree that these are personal matters, and that 
no one has a right to insist on your conforming in such 
matters to his tastes. I should be the same way with drink- 
ing alcoholic beverages. 

Did you ever hear anyone speak admiringly of another 
person because he could “hold his liquor’? Let me show 
you how fallacious that idea is. The amount of liquor a 
man can “hold”—or the amount of alcohol he can consume 
before becoming intoxicated—depends in large part on 
the amount of water he has in his body. Each of us is 
about 75% water, so the big guy has a lot more water 
than the little fellow. Therefore it takes more alcohol 
to intoxicate him. So if you admire a large person who 
can “hold his liquor,” you're simply admiring a physical 
condition—a water tank—which has nothing to do with 
his moral character. 

Let me tell you a few reasons why you are smart in 
refusing to take beverage alcohol. Young people have not 
yet erected “dams of judgment.” Those dams come only 
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_ develop their personalities. They lose their shyness through » 


EFFECTS OF ALCOHOLIC CONTENT 
OF THE BLOOD 


BAL 
Breath Odor, Flushed, Clumsy, Staggering, 
Careless, Boistereus Incoordinatiea, 
Fluent Confused 
of - 1% More than #; of 17% 
Unintelligible, Unconscious, 
Helpless, Paralyzed, 
Stuporous Life endangered 


through satisfying life experiences. Therefore, drinking 
is especially bad for young people. It is psychologically 
undesirable for young people to use any artificial sub- 
stance that releases the unseasoned recklessness to which 
voung people are prone and sets the stage for dependency 
on a crutch. All students of psychology frown on the use 
of sedatives as a substitute for intellectual, social, and 
spiritual efforts to meet life’s situations. 

Total abstinence as a way of life for youth is not a 
subject of debate for any groups who have familiarized 
themselves with the problem of the results of beverage 
alcohol. Total abstinence is just as excellent a way of 
life for adults. 

People who drink do not “get tight,” they get loose. 
Their words and their behaviour get loose, and they event- 
ually just “loosen out” of the picture of active life. Al- 
cohol does not stimulate, as many erroneously think, it 
just allows what you have inside you to come out more 
quickly. It is an accelerator. 

You should study alcohol just as you would study iron 
or any other substance. You must study it calmly, without 
emotionalism. If your convictions concerning social be- 
haviour patterns are established as the result of the study 
of scientific materials instead of emotionalized propaganda 
for the alcohol beverage manufacturers, then your con- 
victions will stand up under social pressure. 

Knowledge is the best thing I know for an alcoholic’s 
restoration. It is also the best guarantee against the de- 
velopment of alcoholism. That is why it is said that “pre- 
vention often stems from rehabilitation.” 

As you gain knowledge, remember that there are four 
components to a happy life: work, play, love and worship. 
You’ve got to keep these in balance if your life is to be 
complete and proportioned. 
cba allt SEs aed ESE A a lear RS 

* The writer is Consultant on Youth Education at the Yale Institute of 
Alcohol Studies in the Southwest, Fort Worth, Texas. This was a speech 
made to a conference of Allied Youth, alcohol education organization 


for high school youth. 
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So far as is known, Alvin H. Schaediger holds the rec- 
ord for contiuous service as an elected officer of The 
Luther League of America—20 years, 1929-1949. The 
name of Alvin Schaediger in the minds of many has be- 
come almost synonymous with Luther League. To think 
of him is to think of Luther League, and vice versa. Of 
course, Alvin was not actually president of the organization 
all of the twenty years. He also served in other positions. 

Let’s look at his service record. At the very first con- 
vention of The Luther League of America which he at- 
tended as a delegate (Omaha, 1929), he was elected 
second vice-president. This was the first tribute of his 
fellows in the church-wide organization to his emerging 
leadership talent. (He had attended as a visitor one pre- 
vious convention, that at Salisbury, N. C. in 1927.) The 
Reading Convention of 1931 re-elected him to his post 
as second vice-president. 

But one possessed of his speaking ability, energy, en- 
thusiasm and ambition was slated for even higher things 
in the councils of the organization he had learned to love 
and which he always served with conspicuous success. 
So it was the first vice-presidency for Alvin at the Charles- 
ton Convention in 1935 and again at Springfield in 1937. 
Then came the top office—the presidency in 1939, when 
the convention was held at Long Beach, California. 

It was naturally while sitting in the driver’s seat that 
Alvin exercised his greatest influence. His service in the 
subordinate posts had well prepared him to play a major 
role as the head of the organization. The Kitchener- 
Waterloo (Canada) Convention of 1941 returned him to 
the lead position. Then came the war years, when it was 
not possible to hold a convention of the youth of the 
Church, and Alvin continued for five years as president, 
serving with distinction and devotion. 

So inseparable from the program and activities of the 
Luther League did his name become that many thought 
of him as being in the full-time employ of the organiza- 
tion. Of course, that was never true. All of his service 
was purely voluntary in character. He was and is a high 
school physics teacher at Union Hill High School, Union 
City, N. J. (He also is a graduate of the same school and 
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A Service 
Record of Note 


Ex-president Alvin H. Schaediger receiving a hand- 
illuminated testimonial from Immediate Past Presi- 
dent Howard L. Logan on completion of the former’s 
20 consecutive years of service on the Executive 
Committee of the LLA. The presentation took place 
at a dinner meeting held during the recent annual 
meeting of the Committee in Philadelphia. 


upon graduation was awarded a $1,000 scholarship to 
Rutgers University.) But Alvin did get his turn at per- 
forming some of the duties of the executive secretaryship 
of the organization upon the resignation of Dr. Paul M. 


Kinports from that office (the fall of 1943-December, 
1944). 


His long service as president gave him the rare oppor- 
tunity of visiting practically every nook and corner of the 
territory served by The Luther League of America. Few 
before him or since have had the opportunity to appear 
before as many groups in as many widely scattered places. 
It can be safely asserted that no other layman in the 
United Lutheran Church in America has spoken before as 
many youth groups as has Alvin Schaediger, and few min- 
isters can equal his record. He has been widely accepted 
and eagerly sought in all parts of the Church as a speaker 
to youth in groups both large and small. In 1940. when 
the United Lutheran Church put on its Youth Promotion 
emphasis, Alvin was one of the major speakers at the 
large Youth Rally held at the Omaha Convention of the 
Church. He has appeared as a speaker and leader on the 
program of all of the larger summer schools and assem- 
blies of the synods of the Church. He has been a most 
welcome: member of the staff in camps held in Canada 
and the United States. And this record is not one which 
is closed. He is as popular today in these groups as he 
was when he served The Luther League of America as 
an officer. His ready wit, novel presentations, and at times 
hard-hitting criticism have made him a forceful speaker 
and assures for him a continuing place of service, espe- 
cially where platform work of a high order is desired. 
Though Alvin retired from the presidency of the organi- 
zation at the Pittsburgh Convention in 1946, he has con- 
tinued to serve the Luther League with the same enthusi- 
asm and devotion to duty that characterized his earlier 
service. 

His service of The Luther League of America led into 
still other service of the Church-at-large. He has been a 
delegate of the New York Synod to the Omaha, Louis- 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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“The Book To Live By” ) 


“The Book to Live By” is the theme chosen by the 


_ American Bible Society for this year’s observance of 
_ Worldwide Bible Reading, celebrated from Thanksgiving 


to Christmas. This theme will also be the basis of the 
sermons in many thousands of churches on Universal Bible 
Sunday, which occurs on December 11. Universal Bible 


_ Sunday, for decades, has been the occasion for pastors to 


_ encourage wider and more understanding use of the Bible. 
_ The Bible is such a familiar book, and so easily obtained 
_ in our own country, one is apt to forget that in other parts 


of the world there are people hungering for the Book 
which feeds their spirit and enriches their lives. 

“One afternoon I visited an old couple in my pastorate,” 
wrote Pastor Werner Stamm to the American Bible So- 


ciety, from Kierspe, British Zone, Germany, “who during 
a bombing raid lost everything. The husband is blind. 


They live as evacuees in a hut. I made this special visit 


_ because it was the man’s birthday and I wanted to read to 


him from the Bible. “Neighbors gave us this torn Bible 


~ in order that we might find comfort in it, they told me. 


Then I could answer: ‘I will bring to you a beautiful 
new Bible, a gift of the American Christian people.’ You 
should have seen the joy on their faces. Yes, all the Nazi 
propaganda could not destroy the belief in God of the 
old people.” 

“The Book to Live By!” When one’s faith is founded 
on the promises of the Scriptures, nothing shakes your 
belief. 

A pastor in the northern part of Brazil who was visiting 
a new community for the first time, asked if there were 
any there who were “people of the Bible.” He was at 
once directed to a certain home. There he found a group 
of believers and heard the story of the Bible which had 
been purchased many years before and discarded by its 
owner. 

But one day the owner died, and when his books were 
divided among his sons, one of them saved the Bible from 
the rubbish heap and read its message. Soon he was read- 
ing to his family, and soon the power was being felt in 
their lives. When the pastor told them that he was a 
minister of that Gospel, tears came to the eyes of the 
group .as they told him he was an answer to their prayers; 
and with that group as a nucleus, the first evangelical 
church in that region was organized. 

The Book—powerful not only in the individual life, but 
so filled with dynamite that a community can be changed 
from the force of its teachings. 

But to help, to inspire the Book must be read. Those 
who are statistically minded will be interested in Dr. 
Francis Stifler’s comment: “During 1943 when the United 
States was deep in the war, Dr. George Gallup took a poll 


*Dr. Claypool is a Secretary of the American Bible Society whose 
special responsibility lies in the area of promoting the use of the Bible. 
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By James V. Claypool* 


of Bible readers. He found that while there were 64 per- 
cent of the people who read the Bible to some extent 
during the year, only one in ten read it daily. Although 
this showed an increase over a similar poll taken the year 
before, the figures were alarmingly low.” 

A program of daily Bible readings was planned by the 
American Bible Society, which, starting on Thanksgiving 
led up to the half-way mark of Universal Bible Sunday, _ 
and then on till Christmas. This program, according to 
figures compiled by the Bible Society, has shown an in- 
creasing number of participants each year. For the habit 
of Bible reading is like any other habit; once formed it 
becomes a planned part of your daily life. 


World-Wide Bible Reading 
The following Bible Passages will be read daily 
(Thanksgiving to Christmas) 


November 
Thanksgiving, November 24 .............. Psalms 23 
EVTEClayet sega ani ees eid oye oops hese ae eo Fos ena Pte Psalms 27 
SARITCAy Tote een ye wa er ees ee Psalms 103 
Sunday, November ‘250 4. pat. sacle oore sant sean Isaiah 35 
Iie aye tet ae ctr ee ote cet Rane water ome el ncad ete ales ey Romans 12 
EP UeSCay aed tase were e Akh a aye aks wage aioe et Isaiah 55 
WWeditesGay cstan ciate. Sate pe oanare sid ieee I Corinthians 13 
December 

Thursdays December 10 ie Siena cue, enero ese John 14 
Pidae ge aeas sacpaatsasre see me he epee ose packer nas Psalms 8 
SabUTGety ase Rates tee ctee AUN areca tn etapa. oy Revelation 21:1-7 
Sunday, December 4 ........:...0+-20-- II Timothy 2 
IMO Clava teeters ert ee actos sake bvarautere aye jer Bn Micah 6:1-8 
Rae sClay nd. ts 8 Soe Spool pany doe ebapere thea h a veg ehehe Acts 17:16-34 
WVECIVES CA mer hes caer ticiehals ae /oiepereney Seaaed Revelation 22:1-7 
Pints cla yoateta eek te sasts reise 4 aisles) cea John 3:1-i7 
rida yea thcttice masta: cheap cot ee I Thessalonians 5:12-28 
Sate ayer ogee teasaale aise tas doqcaayeh chee ere oh ayrru ei Mark 4:1-20 
Universal Bible Sunday, Dec. 11 ..IJ Chronicles 7:11-18 
IMEGriClaivatn ate weehcctr cnet i ccnlehals «itt WleRen ars ca aan ys John 4:1-14 
Pues aye a heres hae Pes el ak nex a tyeeeles aide uae Luke 10:25-37 
WVCCRCSC Age cra Pin LIne oy Voke, sbsteuahe a Matthew 25:31-46 
nts clay tamara les sie si Giese valet scape net Exodus 20:1-17 
Vicia eh haynne le autre raat oiiade Matthew 6:5-15 
Saturdlaygrc cia nce! uieiwasie c..c>e 2 gtemeye rants Psalms 119:33-40 
Sunday, December 18.2.0. 2.2. 505. be. ee John 1:1-14 
Mor ayatet trait teks a hcnthe, on Pisa face pte Matthew 5:1-12 
ER GOSCAY 5 eet ek ots tee tS 6 eB wel Saat ToT ce sue Isaiah 9:2-7 
WV GCIMESC Aas 1 chepee es are «LsyeR halen) =! aye Romans 8:12-39 
EVE SCL AYO: oe beacons esa eh wi aad at I Corinthians 15:35-58 
End Wr pe Sr sido Wase-ns wee ae Be foe oo Isaiah 40 
ELEC. eavetecnate! oh oie NA esl eke istolgstes ulm) cies woeye 8 Isaiah 53 
CGlinistmias™ December QO. era. fale => © cheys, «seers Luke 2 
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MALLEST division on my carpenter’s rule is one- 
sixteenth of an inch. If used to measure the time 
span of the writing of this tight-packed one-inch 
shelf, one-sixteenth inch would equal one hundred years. 
Imagination gives us a free ticket to travel back to any 


point along those sixteen centuries while our Bible was . 


being written. Come along with me and we will look and 
see what our Bible may have looked like at certain critical 
and exciting years of its development. 


Earliest Beginnings of Our Bible 

First stop is Egypt, or rather its outer fringes, away 
from the newly chipped and polished black granite statues 
of Rameses II and the already ancient pyramids. This is 
the time of Moses, an awesome man, head and shoulders 
above his rough, grumbling, illiterate people. At a moun- 
tain’s base he gave his nomadic people a divine law. Ten 
words graven in stone! Around this hard core of a God- 
given law, a covenant between Jehovah and some home- 
less tribes, a nation was to develop. Ancient memories 
helped unify these loose tribes—songs, poems, tales like 
those told through the ancient East from the Nile to the 
Euphrates. But first to be written down were codes of 
laws not unrelated to other codes of civilizations now long 
dead—Canaanite, Babylonian, and even older—but pos- 
sessed of a new vitality. 

Moses dreamed of a settled, ordered, civilized, unified 
nation. His dream was realized in the golden age of 
David and Solomon. So we find ourselves in an ancient 
Jebusite city called Jerusalem, King David’s new national 
capital. The Israelites had absorbed the Canaanites and 


*Dr. Wiencke is an able writer on the editorial staff of The Parish 
and Church School Board of the U.L.C.A. 
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The 
One-inch 
Bookshelf 


By Gustav K. Wiencke* 


Photo by Rochelle 


several other peoples, including part of their literature, 
and they were about to absorb the Jebusites. With sword 
and _ skillful. diplomacy, David drew a firm boundary 
around his kingdom. He proceeded to set up the solid 
machinery of government. Important in that machine was 
the court scribe. He kept written records. Chronicles and 
histories of wars, files of letters, records of laws were kept. 
Most of these were lost and are known only by title, like 
a book of Jehovah’s Wars. But a few did survive like the — 
matchless, eye-witness story of David in I and II Samuel, 
certain lists of cities, ancient parts of the book of Judges, 
jewel-like psalms of David. 

Our Bible has grown by now, but the thin, sharp line 
between biblical and non-biblical has not yet been drawn. 
Under the relative permanence and protection of the four- 
hundred-year dynasty of David, a sizable national litera- 
ture was cultivated by scribes and literati of the king’s 
court and the king’s temple. 


Writing Prophets Emerge 
A quarter-inch down the line we come to the time of 

Amos, the prophet. At this time (750 B. C.) David’s uni-- 
fied empire had long been split in two. Each half devel- 
oped its own literature and religious traditions. Then, not 
long before the larger half-kingdom was to be engulfed 
by the Assyrians, Amos chanted his dramatic and shocking 
oracles. Unlike prophets who went before him, the oracles 
of Amos were quickly written and gathered into a book— 
the first literary prophet if not the first finished Bible book. 
Following Amos came a line of brilliant, disturbing, fear- 
less prophets, called by God and wholly dedicated to his 
service. Hosea, Micah, Isaiah, Nahum, Jeremiah, Zepha- 
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_ niah, Habakkuk—they all profoundly influenced their peo- 
e: ple, including the scribes who gathered, edited, and 
_ copied the books of the nation. The old fire of Moses was 
aflame again. ; 
A red line cuts Old Testament history in two. It is the 
_ bloody line of the Babylonian exile. The bigger northern 
kingdom was rubbed out by Assyria. What survived of 
its literature was given shelter in the smaller southern 
kingdom, Judea. Then Judea went into exile and it seemed 
as if the nation of Moses and Amos would perish. 

Back across the desert came a tiny band of exiles, 
devout and fiercely zealous. Among them was Ezra, the 
scribe. To an astonished assembly in Jerusalem he read 

_ from an unfamiliar book. Ezra called it the law of God. 
~ With harsh, revolutionary zeal, the Jews proceeded to 

build an exclusive religious community upon a sacred book. 
In that book scribes had recorded Israel’s ancient laws, 
written down in the spirit of the great prophets. Now we 
- do have a Bible, distinct from other literature. It is the 
Torah (instruction and law). Soon it was closed. Nothing 
~ new might be added to it, but the books of prophecy and 
- poetry were still being written and added to. 
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Completion of Our Old Testament 

Almost at the end of our “inch,” we come to the fa- 
miliar time of Jesus. In Nazareth’s synagogue Jesus stepped 
forward to choose and read a portion of Holy Writ, (Luke 
4:16-20). In the cabinet were revered scrolls of the 
Torah. All the prophets were there, too. Wherever Greek 
was used in the synagogue, a number of other books was 
~ present also which are not found in today’s Protestant 
- Bibles, but are included in the Catholic Bible (apocryphal 
books). Not long after Jesus’ death, even the “writings” 
(Psalms and other poetical books) were accepted as Scrip- 

ture by the Jews. This, then, was Jesus’ Bible. 


How the New Testament Was Written 

Twenty years after the resurrection, Paul sat in Ephesus, 
writing. It was a letter to friends in Corinth who had in- 
sulted him. Unknowingly, Paul was writing some of the 
first “books” of the New Testament. Paul had no written 
Gospels, but passed on the oral story of Jesus. His new 
churches, however, needed something more definite for in- 
structing new converts. So, not long after Paul’s imprison- 
ment in Rome, our Gospels began to appear—handbooks 
for the mission field. Out of a host of letters, tracts, Gos- 
pels, and apocalypses a few were destined to be chosen 
to form our New Testament. Already in IJ Peter, one of 
the last books of the Bible, we see Paul’s letters becoming 
Scripture—‘letters containing some knotty points, which 
ignorant and unsteady souls twist (as they do the rest of 
the scriptures) to their own destruction,” (3:16, Moffatt). 

Paul stood at a fork in history. After him, Judaism 
parted company with Christianity, though sharing with us 
the Old Testament. After Paul, Christianity gathered its 
own new Scriptures. Despite some determined efforts to 
the contrary, the entire Jewish Bible—the Old Testament— 
was retained unaltered. The Jewish Bible was joined with 
the revelation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to form this 
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mighty and living book, the Bible, which now lies in our 
hands. 


Message of the Bible 

The making of the Bible is a fascinating mystery. — 
Scholars in a hundred universities have been unraveling 
that mystery for a hundred years and more. They are still 
at work, subjecting the Bible to intense, scientific scrutiny. 
Such a huge amount of scholarly sweat would never be 
wrung out of human flesh were it not for the message and 
meaning of the Bible. 

What does the Bible mean to you? 

There would be thirteen answers from twelve people, 
perhaps. Let us look at one answer. The Bible is always 
a potential meeting place of man and God—of any human 
being with the one, mightily alive God. When men really 
meet God in the pages of the Bible, something happens. 
On the basis of that experience, philosophers build great 
systems of theology. Men of action sail across the seas 
as missionaries, or change their communities, or revolu- 
tionize a nation’s government, or standards of conduct, or 
set slaves free, or write great books, paint great pictures, 
and so on. Each new and genuine experience of meeting 
God in the Bible becomes a tremendously creative force 
in personal and community life. A two-edged sword, pierc- 
ing to joint and marrow, a sledge hammer breaking rocks 
—that’s the Bible as God’s word. 

The content of the Bible is as miscellaneous as a great 
library—poetry, rules for butchering, genealogies, visions, 
proverbs, words of Jesus, biographies, diaries, and _ fifty 
other divisions in the card index. This content is con- 
cerned with human salvation in definite historical situa- 
tions—back in the time of Moses, or when Jeremiah saw 
his government crack up, or when Paul stood up against 
the loose morals and proud paganism of Graeco-Roman 
civilization. 

Furthermore, the Bible is concerned with your salvation. 
God does use the Bible today to save individual souls. 
The primary message of the Bible is not one of geology— 
how the world was created—or of eschatology—a time-table 
account of how the world will end. The primary message 


(Continued on Page 22) 
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“On Jordan’s banks the herald’s cry — 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; ; 
Come then and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings from the King of Kings.” — 


Ell TEENS? a 


It is the season of ADVENT. Let us pause for some minutes of meditative thought on the significance 
of this first season of the church year. 


Let your mind wander from one word to another. . . take time to consider the related thoughts that 
may drift through. 


ADVENT—“The Coming” . . . “Daughter of Zion: behold 
thy salvation cometh.” 


“O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel!” 


A 


It is a season of PREPARATION . . .that is why the para- 
ments in the chancel are violet, the same as for Lent—prepara- 
tion of heart and soul. “. . . now it is high time to awake out 
of sleep: for now is salvation nearer than we believed.” 


“O how shall I receive Thee, 
How greet Thee, Lord, aright? 
All nations long to see Thee, 
My Hope, my heart's delight! 


O_ kindle, Lord, most holy, 
Thy lamp within my breast, 
To do in spirit lowly 

All that may please Thee best.” 


It is a season of ENLIGHTENMENT. The burning candle, 
symbol of the presence of God, reminds us of the darkness 
of our hearts and our need of the Light of the world. 


“O very God of very God, 

And very Light of Light, 

Whose feet this earth's dark valley trod 
That so it might be bright; 


We wait in faith, and turn our face 

To where the daylight springs, 

Till Thou_shalt come our gloom to chase, 
_ With healing on Thy wings.” 


It is a season that leads to JOY . . .“O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high 


mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; 
say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God.” 


If we live these weeks in the spirit of Advent, we shall be prepared to 
receive the Babe of Bethlehem as He descends to us on December 25! 
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_ ® Luther Leaguers have responded in a genuine manner 
to the appeal which was given through the China-Skeldon 
Missionary Project in the past three years. The goal set, 
- you remember, was $25,000. Of this amount $3,500 was 
_ to have been used to finance the sending of a young lay 
person to China to work with the missionaries there for 
one year. The remainder ($21,500) was to be used by 
the Board of Foreign Missions to build a High School at 
Skeldon, British Guiana. We are happy that the response 
has made possible the full amount to the Board of Foreign 
- Missions and also provided for all the materials used in 
_ the promotion of the project. Below is listed the share 
which each State or Synodical League contributed and the 
total received as of November 10. The Executive Com- 
mittee has voted to close this project as of December 31, 
_ 1949. All funds designated for this fund should be sent 
_ to Headquarters on or before that date. 


China-Skeldon Project—1947-1949 
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DERAST Mere Picnic ieee ee eee al cot eho OTe ak 504.75 (14) 
iT SIA teyes Pare eve eeeeee Sets cra 290.42 
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$28,829.50 
® The response to the 1949 Apportionment has been 


deeply appreciated. Below is listed the 


Apportionment Honor Roll 
1 Michigan 8 Rocky Mountain 
2 North Carolina 9 Nebraska 
8 Florida 10 Indiana 
4 California 11 Kentucky-Tennessee 
5 Virginia 12 Ohio 
6 Illinois 13 South Carolina 
7 Midwest 14 Central Pennsylvania 


® Christmas is a season of great joy. It is a time of re- 
membering. In the first glad Christmas God remembered 
His children and gave to us the greatest of all Gifts, Jesus 
Christ His only Son. To everyone who will receive Him, 
Christ gives abundant blessing, and He remembers us all 
in love. 

We at Headquarters office remember the many persons 
who give us the opportunity to serve through The Luther 
League and hereby wish you a happy and _ blessed 
Christmas in 1949. 


Christmas at Headquarters, 1948 
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The Cry of 
Human Need 
Goes Up! 


By Fred J. Fiedler* 


(L. to R.) Rev. and Mrs. Noah E. Townsend, Hickory, N. C., new missionaries to 
Argentina; Dr. William Zimmerman, President of Thiel College, and Chairman of the 
Foreign Mission Board’s Candidate Committee; Dr. and Mrs. Lowell C, Yund, new 
medical missionaries to Liberia, where Dr. Yund was born of missionary parents. 


They are calling. From Africa’s deep jungles where the 


throb of drums invites children to the devil bush, there 
is the faintly articulate call of the human soul for some- 


thing better. From the hot plains of India where the 
millions live in tiny mud huts and the fear of evil spirits 
haunts the unenlightened mind, they are calling for the 
light that brightens life here and hereafter. From Japan, 
newly awakened to a nation-wide interest in the Christian 
Book and the Christian Faith, they are calling for mes- 
sengers who can show a new way that is good. From the 
highways of the world, from the streets of towns and 
cities, from village lanes, and from jungle paths there arises 
the call, sometimes imperatively definite,-and sometimes 
barely discernible in the confusion of human needs of 
body, mind and soul. It is always the same call: “Come 
and help us.” 


What Kind Are Calling? 

At school was Kakra, raw from the jungle, lost in blank 
wonder at the mere things he saw in a civilized town, 
frightened at the very sight of a white man. He had no 
book knowledge, but he was wise in the ways of his fore- 
fathers and in the customs of his tribe. He learned new 
things in the Mission school, including the story of Him 
Whom they called Jesus, the Saviour. It was disturbing, 
for this story told of God who is good and has a good 
will for all people, whereas his own grandmother told 
only of evil spirits, hard and exacting and cruel. Kakra 
had to settle the problem for himself. 

In the black night, during a vacation visit to his village 
home, he challenged the spirits to the trial of truth. While 
the village slept, he caught and killed a sacred fish from 
the village pond; killed it and roasted it and ate it. It 
should have been sure death from the spirits. But he 
shivered through the night waiting for the spirits to strike. 
Before dawn, convinced and assured, he crept back to the 


*Dr. Fred J. Fiedler, one-time missionary to India, is now a secretary 
of the Board of Foreign Missions of the U.L.C.A. and editor of the 
popular missionary journal, “The Foreign Missionary.” 
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village and sought the warmth of his father’s hut. He 


knew that he would no longer believe all the ways of his ¢ 


forefathers. He had found a new way which rang true. 


The way of Christ, the Savior. 

It is such strong hearts, courageous in their decision to 
take their places on the side of Christ and bravely face 
persecution, that call across the world for messengers of 
God’s truth which makes men free. 

In Japan, Kenji Sato saw a new world open to him 
as he listened to the story of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 
in the Bible Class at our Mission School for Boys in 


Kumamoto. He found God who loves even the lost sheep 


and will not give up until He finds it and restores it. 
Kenji Sato was eager to share with his friends in difficulty 
not only the story, but the spirit of the story. And then he 


saw the need of more messengers who can tell this story — 


Miss Mabelle Hosterman, a registered 
nurse with an impressive record of serv- 
ice in civilian and military life, who 
recently went to Africa as a nurse. 
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an live it among his people. He wrote in his unfamiliar 
English to an unknown American friend, of whom his 
_ missionary teacher had told him: “I hope you will succeed 
in anything and will come to Japan early. We shall wait 
and welcome you.” Wide open hearts and homes in Japan 
are calling; “Come and help us.” 

In Argentina the missionary organizes a congregation 
of thirty members. It is the result of house to house visita- 
_ tion telling people, person to person, the message of Christ, 
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___ the Saviour. “How their eyes lighted up”, he said, “when 
A _ they heard for the first time the actual story of the Gospel!” 
One Sunday moming there came to the service a business- 
man who sometimes brought the missionary to the Church 
= but would never come inside—“The Church is not for me”, 
he had always’ said. After the service he spoke to the 


missionary: “Pastor, this has been a revelation to me. In 
this simple, dignified hour of worship, I have received 
~ something that has brought into my being greater joy than 
_ anything else in my whole life.” It was the ardent voice 
of a Latin but it was sincere, for that man joined the 
Church and has continued faithful in worship, in Bible 


t 


Miss Inez C. Schwab, a candidate for mis- 
sionary service, who will later go to India. 


reading, and in his Christian witness. 

Through that joy, greater than anything else in his life, 
this businessman calls for more of God’s witnesses to 
awaken men to a new joy which they who have learned 
to know Christ can have. 


Who Have Responded? 

What kind of people have responded to the call? Six 
years at a stretch in India, working for the alleviation of 
human need and telling the message of Christ, is the 
story of Mette K. Blair, R.N., just returned to America 
for furlough, during which she will make known the work 
at Visrantipuram, our T. B. Hospital near the city of 
Rajahmundry in South India. Missionaries come home for 
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Rev. and Mrs. Gordon O. Lindemann, who 


left this fall for Liberia. Mrs. Lindemann 


is a registered nurse, 

furlough, but they are ill at ease unless they can be kept 
busy doing something for the cause, appearing in Churches 
and Sunday Schools and conventions to tell their experi- 
ences, to extend the thanks and greetings of the people 
among whom they worked, and to present the great needs 
of multitudes. Usually as soon as they have visited their 
own home folks and their friends, they are eager to get 
back to the field of their labors and to be busy about the 
affairs of the Kingdom of God. 

Miss Blair went to India in 1921 and has devoted 
herself to service among T. B. patients who present one 
of the aching needs of India. Poor housing, improper diet, 
unsanitary living, all push up the heart-rending totals of 
deaths from this dreadful human scurge. 

Space does not allow for the story of four stalwart 
missionaries who remained in Tsingtao, China, when the 
United States Navy departed in May 1949 and the Com- 
munists took possession of the city. They are Miss M. 
Clara Sullivan, Miss Erva Moody, Rev. Douglas Erickson, 
and Rey. Paul Mackensen. With no one dependent upon 
them, they were ready to take the risk and face whatever 
the future brought to them, even though they knew the 
story of communist intolerance and hatred against Chris- 
tians and Americans. They were determined to be wit- 
nesses to Christ, even under the most difficult circum- 
stances. The last news of them told that they were carry- 
ing on their missionary work. 

Dr. J. Roy Strock, evangelist and educator in the India 
Mission, where he served from 1902 until the days of 
World War II when it was impossible for him to return 
to India from furlough, was restless, seeking an outlet for 
his vast missionary energy and enthusiasm. Offered a high 
position in the Church at home after the war, he decided 
in favor of India again and, at the age of sixty-four, went 
into a new section of the country, learned a new language, 
and toured rugged hill country, spending weeks at a time 
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Miss Elizabeth C. Huddie, candidate for Miss Marjorie Mae Miller, candidate for Mr. Joseph H. Moore, a layman with 
missionary service in Japan, where she missionary service in Japan, where she business experience and a degree in busi- 
has a brother in missionary service. will go after the current academic year. ness administration, will serve in one of 


away from his home, visiting villages, preaching the Gos- 
pel, and shepherding congregations. 

At the end of a long hard day tending to dozens of 
the sick and suffering in her dispensary in Liberia, Pauline 
Ziegler, R.N., was confronted with the needs of a dying 
man brought to her on a stretcher. He had been attacked 
by a leopard and was in a dangerous condition. There 
was no doctor within a hundred miles and the nurse had 
to act quickly. With the help of another woman mission- 
ary, she worked for several hours over her patient, cleans- 
ing many wounds, sewing up his throat, bandaging his 
head and back, administering penicillin. Day followed day 
as the man hovered between life and death. But constant 
prayer and careful attention had their rewards in the final 
complete recovery of the patient. As this man recovered, 
the nurse told him of Christ, the Saviour. When he went 
back to his village some weeks later he said, “I thank 
God and I thank you for my life. Now I am a new man 
inside. I am Christian.” 

These are just brief glimpses of the kind of people who 
answer to the call. Their lives are full of the marvels of 
Christian faith and patience and service, and everywhere 
the blessing of God shines through and around them. 
Who would not be honored and happy to be numbered 
among them? 


Official Needs 
From our foreign mission fields comes the official calls 
for personnel. The need is for men and women, married 
and single, ordained pastors, and lay-people. 
ARGENTINA wants educational and evangelistic mis- 
sionaries. BRITISH GUIANA needs an evangelistic mis- 
sionary, a teacher for a Bible training school, a man quali- 


Twelve 


our fields as a business manager. 


fied to supervise buildings and a building program. 

INDIA calls for educational missionaries, a theological 
teacher, evangelistic missionaries, medical missionaries, — 
both doctors and nurses, a supervisor of buildings and 
building construction, an agriculturist, a business manager, 
an expert on literacy and promotion, an industrial mis- 
sionary. 

JAPAN seeks evangelistic missionaries, educational mis- 
sionaries, social workers, a missionary nurse for school 
work. LIBERIA asks for evangelistic missionaries, educa- 
tional missionaries, medical missionaries, both doctors and 
nurses, a supervisor for a nurses’ training school. 


Rev. and Mrs. Otto Spehr, Jr., have gone 
to Liberia as missionaries. Mrs. Spehr is 
a graduate nurse. 
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Merry Christmas! Please come in and join the holiday 

- mob here in the Swap Shop! We have been wrapping 
_ packages, playing records, making Christmas cards and 
singing endlessly! 

The workroom upstairs is a mad house and the first 
floor is only slightly less messy—what with tree trimming 
and general decorating going on apace—but there is always 
space for one more Leaguer bent on helping! Currently we 
_need someone to man the hammer down here. Upstairs the 
Christmas card crowd is short a squeegee operator at the 
silk screen. Or you can set up some type for the next 
batch of linoleum cuts. Meantime do add your tenor to 
our rendition of the Westminster Carol. 

Nice, no? Every once in a while we rest and listen to 
something from Fred Waring’s Christmas Album or Bob 
Shaw’s Christmas Hymns and Carols. The first album 
comes from Decca and the other, from Victor. Later we 
are planning to hear the Christmas gospels as recorded by 
Charles Laughton for Decca—just before we close the shop 
for the night. 

Which reminds us—having just mentioned the more 
reverent and quiet part of Christmas—of an editorial in 
the Luther Log (Genesee Valley District Luther League 
New York). It appeared in the August issue but it seems 
especially appropriate at this season of the year. It was 
written by Unada G. Gliewe, the editor, of course, and it 
went like this: 

“When you pick up your telephone and ask the 
long distance operator to connect you with a par- 
ticular person, you pay extra for the privilege, 
but the advantage usually out-weighs the cost. 

“Our relationships with other groups—races, 
religions, nations—could be so much better if we 
were willing to pay the price of making the ad- 
ditional effort required to know them person-to- 
person. 

‘You are proud of your individuality; don't 
deny others that privilege by lumping them, sight 
unseen, with a group and then condemning the 
entire group. Once you know one member of 
any group whom you can like and admire, you 
can never again denounce that particular group 
of people as a whole. How can you say that all 
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Jews are greedy when you've discovered that 
your Jewish neighbor is generous to a fault? How 
can you say a clique is running your League 
when you've found one officer who is open and 
eager for suggestions? How do you know Mary 
Jones is stuck-up when she may be only shy? 
“You never will know unless you pay the extra 
price. You must make the effort to throw open 
the doors of your mind that have shut out 
and condemned whole groups of your fellow 
human beings and get to know them as indi- 
viduals—person-to-person!” 

And next thing you know, we will sit down and haye a 
bull session! Perish the thought! There is a pile of work 
to be done. Marge (Mann, that is, from Chicago), how 
about starting a rousing Deck the Halls? 

Thank you ma’am! And speaking of decking the halls, 
have you planned your Christmas party yet? Our favorite 
League has set up an ambitious program for itself. They . 
plan to hold their whing-ding (complete with a few new 
twists) in the Parish House basement—and you know 
basements. They have been a scourge for lo these many 
years. 

Well, this bunch is changing the shape of the doorway, 
first of all. The men are constructing an arch from which 
will hang a fat red bell. The arch will be flanked by two 
cardboard cut-out trees, painted green and bedizzened 
with stars and things, all made of paper, of course. Then 
they plan to wrap the posts with something white, trim- 
ming them near the top with huge holly cut-outs. 

This being the Christmas party and in advance of 
Christmas, the Leaguers have plans for the happiness of 
others. High on the list are the favors for the children 
of the Sunday School. (Candy money this year is being 
sent to Lutheran World Action.) Two marshmallows and 
one gumdrop with raisin features stuck on a_ toothpick 
make a snowman. Add a black crepe paper hat and twist 
a red cellophane scarf around his neck. And a lollypop | 
with a ready-made gummed paper seal for a face becomes 
a Santa Claus on a stick. A little cotton makes his hair and 
beard; red crepe paper, his hat; tinsel ribbon, the bow un- 
der his chin. (These would be elegant for hospital trays 
and Old People’s Homes, too!) 

But that is not all. Each man and gal is coming equip- 
ped with an old stocking—a real stocking being better any 
day in the week than the red tarleton kind—to be filled 
with knick-knacks they have found in the dime store, 
evergreen sprigs, little bells, hard candy, candy canes, pop- 
corn and what not. Some of the gals will be making fudge 
while the others cope with the marshmallows and lolly- 
pops. When the stockings are ready, the gang will take 
them to the Orphan’s Home. (They have made arrange- 
ments with the powers that be about this. Coming back, 
they will do some caroling. 

Then comes the buffet supper, complete with candle- 
light, grilled cheese sandwiches, potato chips, bread and 
butter pickles, and cocoa. 

Which brings us up to Charles Laughton’s Silent Night, 
and the end of another day with you in The Swap Shop. 
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A Christmas Party 


If you exchange gifts at your Christmas 
Party, advise your young people how 
much to spend. It’s a circus when a big 
brawny fellow gets a ten cent bottle of 
gardenia perfume or a book of paper 
dolls. Perhaps your leaguers would pre- 
fer to bring toys and games to be given 
later to a childrens’ home. 

With a decorated tree and green and 
red trimmings draped liberally on walls 
and ceiling you are off to a good start. 

As a guest comes in, give him ten 
little red paper bells, cut from construc- 
tion paper, in an envelope. During the 
evening anytime he can get someone else 
to answer him with a “yes” or “no” he 
collects a bell from them, but any time he 
‘is forgetful and is tricked into saying 
“yes” or “no” he must surrender a bell 
to the person who has caught him. Just 
before refreshments are served award a 
candy cane or some such prize to the 
person haying the largest number of bells. 


GAMES 
Christmas Package 
For a good starter, divide your group 
into circles, having no more than eight in 
each one. One person in each group is 
given a ball of string, and at a signal he 
attaches one end of the string to a but- 
‘ton on his coat, winds the string around 
his waist once, and hands the ball of 
string to his neighbor. She wraps the 
string around her waist once, and passes 
it on to her neighbor. - When it reaches 
the last person in the circle, he too 
wraps it around himself and then starts 
winding it up. More than one group will 
by then be hopelessly involved in their 
string. The first stringwinder to return the 
ball’ of string to where it started wins 
the event for his team. 


Air Power 

AIR POWER calls for couples, seated 
about eight steps apart. Each person is 
provided with a soda straw, and one per- 
son of each couple is given a small piece 
of tissue paper, cut in the shape of a 
Christmas tree. Those who have the tis- 
sue paper inhale through their straws to 
make the paper cling to the end of the 
straw. Now he must stand, take four 
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steps, and pass the paper to his partner— 
no hands!—who in turn must return to his 
chair. 


Doubtful Presents 

Have on hand a number of paper 
Christmas trees, stars, and. candy canes 
cut from heavy construction paper. If 
your group is small, have enough for 
each, if large hand out ten or fifteen. 
Announce that each cutout has a dif- 
ferent value, the Christmas trees taking 
first prize, the stars second prize, and 
the candy canes winning something not 
quite so good. Then pass them from 
one to another continuously, shaking 
hands all the time. The result is an odd 
mixture to get rid of a cutout and a re- 
luctance to let it go. At the end of three 
or four minutes of handshaking a sudden 
whistle calls all those with cutouts to 
the center of the room. Those holding 
trees win a balloon, those with stars a 
marshmallow, and all those with candy 
canes are on kitchen duty at refreshment 


‘time. 


A Snowball Fight 

Each guest is handed, a pencil and a 
snowball—the latter a cardboard circle 
with shining artificial snow pasted all over 
one side. On the backs of these cardboard 
pieces there are printed the words, “De- 
cember twenty-fifth” and the game is to 
write as many smaller words as possible, 
using these letters. Ten minutes is allowed 
for this fight, and the winner is presented 
with a real snowball, or a reasonable 
substitute. 


Bell Pass 

This is a relay game, so divide your 
group accordingly. A Bell with a handle 
is passed down each line. If it rings, it 
must be given back to the head of the 
line and started over again. When it 
reaches the end of the line all the players 
face in the opposite direction and pass 
it back to the head of the line. In the 
second round players put their hands be- 
hind them and pass the bell. In the third 
round they all face the front of the 
room and pass the bell back over their 
heads—and keep it from ringing. 


By Betty Hamrick 


Tell Me 

This game calls for partners. Seat them 
back to back, giving one a pencil and 
paper and also a smooth surface for 
writing. The partner with empty hands 
must describe an object having some con- 
nection with Christmas—such as a bell, a 
Christmas tree, or a star. He cannot, how- 
ever, tell what the object is used for or 
give any kind of hint as to what it is— 
only describe it. Let couples compare the 
weird results. 


Cut a Camel 

Give each person a piece of paper— 
typewriter paper works fine for this stunt. 
Then tell them they must hold it behind 
them and tear out a camel. Pin the 
finished products — autographed! —on a 
blackboard, or scotchtape them on a wall. 


Christmas Stocking Puzzle 

If you like quiet games here is one 
that calls for concentration. Bring out a 
huge stocking made of coarse net, and 
filled with all sorts of small things, such 
as a pencil, an eraser, a paper cutter, a 
powder box, a ball, you can think of all 
kinds of things. Hold the stocking in 
plain view of everyone for a short while. 
Then take it away and have the partici- 
pants write down the names of as many 
of the things as they can remember. The 
one who has been cleverest at this is 
presented with a big stocking. 


Helping Santa Claus 

Finish with a game that will make 
everybody laugh. Dress a rag doll to 
represent Santa Claus, and fasten him 
securely on a wall, or if you have one, 
a fireplace. Then blindfold one person 
at a time, present him with a bushy 
piece of cotton, and have him try to 
pin Santa’s whiskers on. 


Refreshments 

Close your party with refreshments and 
singing of Christmas carols by candle- 
light. If your league has a good reader 
have him or her read a favorite Christmas 
story in the same setting. You'll find it so 
effective you will decide to do the same 
thing next year. 
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Isibl. Cras Word Ve, ple 


By Lucile Pettigrew Johnson 


Did you ever hear of Eli? Where 


would you turn to try to find out about 


him? This Bible cross-word puzzle pre- 


sents a study of that mild-mannered and 


even-tempered old man. What was the 
sin of this good man? Yes, Eli also had 
sin. When you finish searching the bibli- 
cal references (I Samuel) you will be 
able to answer these questions. 


ACROSS 


1 Eliwasa... 

6 One of Eli’s sons 2:34 

10 Close 

11 Compass point 

12 Breed 

13 Tellurium (abbr. ) 

14 Ethereal 

17 Forest Engineer (abbr.) 

18 “And he said, It . . . the Lord” 
3:18 


“judge his house for ever for the in- 
iquity which he. . . eth” 3:13 
ee’ 0 
4:18 
“both the . : .s of every one that 

heareth it shall tingle” 3:11 
Indian Empire (abbr.) 
Manuscript (abbr. ) 
“his neck brake, and he...” 4:18 
For example (abbr. ) 
Unusual 
83 “I called not; lie. . 
Apostle (abbr. ) 
“T pray thee . 
3:17 
Year (abbr. ) 
“the child . . . ministered unto the 
Lord before Eli” 3 
“when Eli heard the .. . 
crying” 4:14 
“fli... Elkanah and his wife” 20 
“he had judged Israel . . . years” 
4:18 


. again’ 3:5 


. it not from me” 


of the 


DOWN 


1 One of Eli’s sons 2:34 

2, Writing fluid 

3 Electrical Engineer (abbr. ) 

4 “Eli... upon a seat by the wayside” 
4:18 

5 “his heart ... for the ark of God” 
4:13 
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from off the seat backward” 


6 “they ... not unto the voices of their 
father” 2:25 

7 “in... day they shall die both of 
them” 2:34 

8 “I will . . . against Eli all things 
which I have spoken” SRY 


9 “for itis . 7... good ‘report’ that~_I 
hear” 2:24 


15 Evergreen tree 
16 “and there was a very great: . . 
. (@) : 


23 


Oe eon; he call thee, that thou shalt 
say, Speak, Lord” 8:9 


19 Compass point 
21 Western Continent (abbr.) 
23 Told a falsehood 


27 “the two... of Eli, Hophni and 
Phinehas, were slain” 4:11 


“let him . . . what seemeth him good” 
3:18 


3 4 


BE BE 
BREE\ 


os 


29 Intelligence Department (abbr. ) 

Si a cee and said, .. . in peace” 

34 “his sons made themselves .. .” 3:13 

35 Asbestos (abbr. ) 

86 Chum 

37 He is (contr. ) 

88 Half an em 

39 River (Sp.) 

40 Se did not . . . know the Lord” 

42 “J will raise ... up a faithful priest” 
2:85 

43 “Wherefore hath the Lord smitten 


45 


46 


UY 


. to day” 4:3 
“increase of thine house shall die in 
the flower . . . their age 2:33 


Senior (abbr. ) 


Utter 


TIA 


“For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity 
which he know eth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained 


them not.’—I Samuel 3:13. 
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Project III of Operation Spiritual, the renewed spiritual 
emphasis now being made in Luther League, is scheduled 
to begin in January. Are you ready for it? 

By “Prayer Laboratory” we mean a plan by which 


Leaguers learn to pray individually and together. The 
techniques of prayer are not only to be talked about, 
but practiced, and hence learned. As a result there will 
be prayer in the group, but there also will be a carry-over 
in the lives of individual Leaguers, who will learn to pray 
not only as a matter of “ought” but will learn to appre- 
ciate prayer as a privilege. 

It will probably be best to divide the League into small 
cell groups—not exceeding ten members—under the leader- 
ship of an apt person. Intermediates and Seniors will like- 
ly need the help of an adult; young people may select 
one of their own number. A small League may find it to 
their advantage not to separate. Choose the persons to 
lead each group well in advance of the time so that he 
or she may prepare himself or herself for the period over 
which he or she is to preside. 

Let the leader be wise in the matter of setting limits 
to the period, and strictly adhere to it without calling 
attention to the time element. It may be desirable to use 
as many as thirty minutes with older groups, but that 
would be utterly impracticable for Intermediates, and 
perhaps also for Seniors. Fifteen minutes are suggested 
for Seniors, perhaps not more than five for Intermediates, 
depending on how the period is managed. 
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How To Conduct 
A Prayer Laboratory 


PROJECT Iil 
OPERATION SPIRITUAL 


By W. J. Ducker 


Suggestions for Each Session 

1. Strive to have the group feel at ease, completely 
relaxed, That means to be comfortably seated, whether on 
chairs or on the floor. If on chairs—both feet on the floor 
and hands limp in the lap. The more informal the pos- 
ture, the more satisfactory for this purpose. 

2. Then to relieve the tensions of mind and spirit, 
the leader should read a passage of Scripture (Isaiah 
26:3, 4; I John 2:15-17; Hebrews 10:22; Jeremiah 29:18; 
Matthew 6:5ff; John 15:7; James 5:16). The reading 
should be chosen to create in the hearers the feeling of 
good-will and confidence, and hence to relax any tensions 
which may exist on the human level. 

3. Then a simple conversation about prayer should ie 
started by the leader. It is well to work out an outline of 
thought which will be followed section by section in each 
of the five sessions. One point which should be made is 
that there are different types of prayer—adoration, confes- 
sion, thanksgiving, petition, intercession. (These may be 
made the basis of the conversations suggested above.) 

4. It is probable that this conversation will arouse 
desires on the part of the group to pray for people in 
particular. Therefore, it will be desirable to build a prayer 
list, which can be added to from session to session. 

5. The leader should be prepared to guide the 
thoughts of those participating in praying for specific 
things for themselves (petitionary prayer). 

6. Silent and audible praying on the part of the whole 
group is to be encouraged. Silent prayer may be directed 
by saying, “Let us pray for .. .”, then waiting not more 
than 35 seconds before going on with the next. 

7. Audible prayers may be slow in coming because — 
Leaguers who have never had experience in doing so will 
feel shy and quite timid about it. The leader must antici- 
pate this reticence and encourage each one to make the 
attempt regardless of the awkwardness of his first effort. 
He should say that all that is required is that the language 
be simple and sincere, not eloquent or lengthy. If audible 
prayers do not come after several attempts, the leader 
should point out some simple prayer patterns. (See Wor- 
ship, chapter III, by T. K. Finck). 

8. The leader should be prepared to close the prayer 
period himself as promptly and quietly and naturally ‘as 
possible each time. (If there is no game period follow- 
ing, it is desirable to close the meeting with the Prayer 
Laboratory. Otherwise, it may be desirable to begin the 
meeting with it.) 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


6 eS ears 


Our Thoughts Turn To Hawaii 


Did you know that The Luther League of America has 
chosen Hawaii as the next place on the earth’s surface 


which will benefit from its missionary enthusiasm? Many 


now know because they have either read in The Luther 


League Review or The League Link or have heard from 


someone who was present at the great Roanoke Con- 


-— vention. 


Hawaii is a unique spot. In some respects it is very 


unlike continental U. S.; in others, closely akin to us. It 


is a tropical group of islands in mid-Pacific which to- 
gether form a Territory which belongs to the U. S. A. 


_ Many are now joining the bandwagon and are boosting 


the idea of statehood for Hawaii. It would then become 
the 49th state. That means that especially since the re- 
cent. war it has become an uncommon center of interest 
to people on this continent. 


Why Hawaii? 

It should, therefore, be the same for Christian people. 
Not only from the standpoint of the duties and _ privi- 
leges of their citizenship in this nation, but also because 
of their citizenship in the kingdom of God, earnest Luther- 
ans, along with other sincere Christians, can not but ask 
the question, “What missionary responsibility and oppor- 
tunity is there for the Gospel in Hawaii?” The answer to 
that question will come swift and strong. The Christian 
Church has a missionary responsibility everywhere, espe- 
cially where there are many who know not the Lord 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour. Hawaii is another of those 
places where ‘the need is great. 

Lutherans will be inclined to ask further, “What re- 
sponsibility have we there as Lutherans?” Since we be- 
lieve that ours is a truly evangelical Church, that is, a 
Church of the Gospel, and “the Gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth,” Hawaii, 
too, must be included in the scope of our missionary 
operations. 


Promoting the Project Itself 

Missionary operations, under the Board of American 
Missions of our great ULCA, are already operative there. 
The money which Luther Leaguers will contribute—a min- 
imum of $25,000 in a two-year period—will help to build 
a house of worship for a new congregation in the Kaimuki 
section of the large city of Honolulu. Pastor Everette 
Jensen is already at work there. He is currently at work on 
some material which we shall use in our Leagues on the 
final Sunday in January, 1950, Luther League Missionary 
Day, to make the initial presentation of the project to 
local Leaguers. Would it not be a wonderful thing—it has 
never yet been done—if Leagues from coast to coast and 
from Hudson Bay to the Gulf of Mexico would so ar- 
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range the program of that day and so advertise it that 
their members would turn out in large numbers for it 
and make the most generous offering on record? We could 
raise this $25,000 plus in a single day if we would. Let’s 
surprise everybody, even ourselves, and do this very thing. 

The service itself, “Hawaii Sends Aloha!”, featuring 
letters from the churches there, will soon be available. 
(We hope before Christmas.) Copies of the same for 
use in the meeting will be provided without charge 
by the Headquarters office to all who will receive a gener- 
ous offering for the cause. A clip sheet containing the 
program parts for the participants will also be made ayail- 
able and will be sent in the necessary number along with 
the programs themselves when they are ordered by those 
planning to use them. 

If January 29, 1950, Luther League Missionary Day, 
does not suit as the time for this presentation in your 
League because of a conflict of other events, make use 
of it in a big way on the first open date, omitting nothing 
in the preparation that will make it a truly inspiring and 
informative occasion for all who come. 


Naming the Project 

The recent annual Executive Committee of The Luther 
League of America took action requesting the Board of 
American Missions to approve our calling the project for 
promotional purposes, “The Milton J. Bieber Memorial in 
Hawaii.” While the Church itself will not take that name, 
but some Biblical one, the probability is that a tablet 
bearing a suitable inscription will be placed in the com- 
pleted structure when it is dedicated. 

The Luther League of America is anxious to so desig- 
nate this project because the late Dr. Bieber, who died 
in the early part of 1949 at a ripe old age, was a great 
Luther Leaguer and a great home missionary. It is be- 
lieved that he held the record for establishing new con- 
gregations on the North American continent—some 34 of 
them. He was one of the founders of The Luther League 
of America, having been present at its first convention in 
Pittsburgh in 1895 and at every successive convention 
until the time of his death. Older Luther Leaguers will 
remember with what enthusiasm Dr. Bieber always arose 
to his feet to encourage the convention to adopt a chal- 
lenging missionary project, something that would call for 
the concerted efforts of all Leaguers everywhere. Per- 
haps as a result, The Luther League of America never 
failed to raise its financial objective, and instead always 
over-subscribed the full amount promised. The amount 
varied from time to time, due to the economic conditions 
which prevailed at the time, but the objective was always 
exceeded, For the benefit of younger Leaguers, and espe- 

(Continued on Page 32) 
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News Notes 


® NEW JERSEY 

Te 54th Annual Convention of the 
Luther League of New Jersey was held 
over Labor Day week-end at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Jersey City, N. J. Over 
three hundred leaguers and friends at- 
tended the inspiring services, and all 
came away after the traditional candle- 
light installation service with a feeling 
of true committment to the work of the 
church. ' 

The theme of the convention was “Our 
This was broken 
down into three parts: “Founded in 
Christ”, “Fostered by Protestantism”, and 
“Furthered by Youth”. 

The Rey. Carl Fjelling of Upsala Col- 
lege opened the convention proper on 
Saturday night with a talk on the first 
of the three parts of the theme. On Sun- 
day morning all leaguers participated in 
the communion service and enjoyed a 
sermon on. the second of the three sec- 
tions of the theme by the Rev. Dr. F. 
Eppling Reinartz, Secretary of the United 
Lutheran Church in America. The third 
part of the theme was ably covered by 
the Rev. Dr. Charles D. Trexler of 
Muhlenberg College who spoke at the 
closing service on Monday evening. 

At the business meeting, held on Mon- 
day morning ‘and afternoon, notice was 
taken of the impending formation of the 
New Jersey Synod. This would mean that 
the Luther League of New Jersey would 
encompass the entire state instead of 
merely that portion which now lies in the 
territory of the New York Synod. The 
Rev. C. Donald Heft, representing the 
leagues of the southern part of the state, 
spoke briefly on plans which are under- 
way to bring all the leagues together. 

Elections were also held at the busi- 
ness meeting. The elected officers, along 
with those appointed by the newly- 
elected president were installed at the 
closing service by the Rev. Dr. Paul C. 
White, Field Secretary of the Luther 
League of New Jersey. The officers in- 
stalled were: President, Robert Deichert; 
Vice-President, Edward Dietrich, Corre- 
sponding Secretary, Virginia Ranges; 
Recording Secretary, Mildred Lake; 
Treasurer, Robert Proescholdt; Educa- 
tional Secretary, Mabel Rishavy; Mission- 
ary Secretary, Matilda Heisch; Life Serv- 
ice Secretary, Gotfred Jacobsen; Inter- 
mediate Secretary, Dolores Schoppe; 12 
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Point Program Secretary, Karolina Ber- 
kobin; Publicity Secretary-Mosquito Sec- 
retary, LeRoy Schoeneberg; Pastoral Ad- 
visor, The Rev. Harold L. Haas; Lay Ad- 
visor, Charles H. Stockfish; Past-Presi- 
dent, Carl Berkobin. 


@® PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT 
(Central Penn Synod) 

The First Lutheran Youth Weekend 
Retreat sponsored by the Philadelphia 
District of the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod was held at Camp Dwight near 
Downingtown, September 10, 11, 1949. 
The theme for the Weekend Retreat was 
“God In My Life”. Dean of the camp 
was the Rev. Frederick L. Fritsch, 
Manoa. 

The Rev. Lawrence M. Reese, Asso- 
ciate Secretary of the Parish and Church 
School Board, greatly inspired and chal- 
lenged the youth at Sunset Vespers held 
in the great out-doors when he spoke on 
“What Happens When Man Plays God’s 
Role.” 

Ater Vespers, the group gathered to- 
gether for fun and frolic under the 
capable direction of Mrs. Marian Trievel, 
Royersford. There were games, contests, 
races, and plenty of laughs. “Camp Treat” 
followed, which was just what the name 
implies, hot dogs with all the trimmings. 

At campfire, Pastor Reese spoke further 
on the theme, telling the young people, 
“What Happens When God Plays His 
Own Role.” 


Sunday started with Morning Watch. 
After breakfast, Sunday School was 
taught by Sister Olivette Roth and the 


Rev. H. Raymond Jones. Pastor Reese 
spoke at the church service on “Obstacles 


In God’s Path”. 

During the afternoon session, Alvin H. 
Schaediger, former president of the 
Luther League of America, spoke to the 


group on “The Two Eyes of Life Serv- 


ice”. The group divided into three dis- 


cussion groups: (1) full-time service for 


women, led by Sister Olivette; (2) full- 


time service for men, led by the Rev. 
(3) serving the 


Marcus F. Otterbein; 
church while engaged in secular occupa- 
tions, Mr. Schaediger. The groups came 
together again to hear Mr. Schaediger 


speak on “Making the Youth Program In 


Your Church Count.” 


At closing Sunset Vespers, Pastor Reese _ 


_spoke on “God In My Life”. 

This weekend retreat was a top event 
and a thrilling experience in the lives of 
the youth who attended. 


@ TEXAS 


“Ever Onward with Christ” was the 


theme of the Twenty-ninth Annual Con- 


vention of the Luther League of the 


Texas Synod, held July 9 and 10 at 
Camp Capers, Waring, Texas. Total reg- 
istration for the convention was 127. 


The Rev. Joseph W. Frease, Executive 


Secretary of The Luther League of 
America, was the banquet speaker, using 


Executive Committee, State Luther League of Texas, 1949-1950 
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_remarks, 
winner of the Intermediate Essay Contest 
in Texas, presented her winning essay. 


LaVerne Caubat, 


Goliad, 


_ During the business sessions, it was 
voted to start a Camp Fund with which 
to help Synod or organizations of Synod 
to purchase and develop a camp and 
convention site. 

_ Three Leagues were announced as 
~ Banner Leagues under the Standard of 
Efficiency: Colettoville, Victoria, and 
_ Houston. In addition, there were six 
Honor Leagues. 

Leaguers gathered Sunday morning for 
their Sunday School lesson, with Rev. 
N. H. Kern as teacher. Pastor Kern was 
also Liturgist for the Church Service, at 
_ which Rev. C. F, Schneider preached the 
~ sermon. 

- The newly-elected and appointed of- 
ficers for the Luther League of Texas 
are: President, Lois Dell Albers, Austin: 

Vice-President, Billie Grace Ungerer, 
- Swiss Alp; Recording Secretary, Maxine 
-Lumkehr, Victoria; Corresponding Sec- 
retary, Dorothy Ann Wolf, Austin; Treas- 
-urer, Wilfred Menke, Shiner; Executive 
Committeeman, Paul Vogt, Victoria; Ed- 
ucation, Martha Nell Wahlberg, Houston; 
Intermediate, Victoria Metting, Goliad; 
Life Service, Mildred Billo, Colettoville; 
Special Gifts, Juanita Haseloff, Vernon; 
-Missionary, Chester Barre, Yoakum; Pub- 
‘licity, Paul Vogt, Victoria; Reporter, 
Leslie Fuhrman, Inez. 


-@ MICHIGAN 


The Luther League of Michigan met 
at the new Michigan Synod Camp at 
Gunn Lake, near Kalamazoo for their 
- Fifteenth Annual Convention over the 
-_ Labor Day weekend. Dr. Charles Kegley, 
_ Professor at Wagner College, Staten 
- Island, New- York, was the principal 
speaker. His three inspiring sermons were 
“Do You Have the Right Opinion of 
Yourself?”, “What Does the Church Offer 
to You and Claim from You?”, and “What 
‘Does Protestantism Contribute to De- 
mocracy?” 
- ~ The convention began Saturday evening 
with a banquet, square dancing, and a 
campfire sing on the lakeshore. Those 
who wanted to take a dip in the lake 
before breakfast had to rise early Sunday 
morning in order to be ready for the 
Sunrise Communion Service at 6:30. 
Other activities included boating, horse 
shoes, ball games, and cruises around the 
lake. 
Miss Ruth Greve, Chicago, Illinois, 
represented the Luther League of Amer- 
ica. The following officers were elected: 
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President, Jacqueline Brown, Flint; Vice- 
President, Bob Bruinsma, Lansing; Corre- 
sponding Secretary, Lois Nelson, Kala- 
mazoo; Recording Secretary, Dorothy 
Munson, Detroit; Treasurer, Alan Ander- 
son, Three Rivers; Lay Representative, 
Cleon Wellington, Three Rivers; Pastoral 
Advisor, Rev. William Schaffer, Detroit. 


@ MISSISSIPPI 

Mississippi Leaguers acclaimed their 
21st Annual Convention, held July 21 
and 22 at Trinity Church, Jackson, the 
“best they ever had.” Every officer was 
present. 

A study course was conducted by Miss 
Clara Roitsch of LaGrange, Texas, who 
was the representative of The Luther 
League of America. 

Willa Jean Richardson was chosen “as 
State delegate to the National Conven- 
tion in Roanoke, Virginia. 

The following officers were elected: 
President, Willa Jean Richardson; Vice- 
President, Frances Boyd; Recording Sec- 
retary, Elmira Roever; Corresponding 
Secretary, Virginia Trulsen; Treasurer, 
Mary Ann Derrick. The appointed sec- 
retaries are: Missionary, Mildred Seefeld; 
Life Service, Cynthia Rives; Education- 
al, Frances Boyd; Special Gifts, Mary 
Ann Derrick. 

After the installation of the officers by 
Pastor O. M. Morgan, the Fellowship 
Circle was formed, and all sang, “Blest 
Be the Tie That Binds.” 


@ OHIO 

“Modern *49” was the theme of the 
eighth annual Alumni Banquet at Auburn 
Lutheran Church, Springfield, Ohio, Rev. 
J. Edward Dinkel, Pastor, September 


16th. The Rev. Wray C. Smith of Mans- 
field, an alumnus, was the speaker of the 
evening. : 

Dinner guests found themselves eat- 
ing in a unique atmosphere of a luxuri- 
ous penthouse with stars in the sky and 
the inevitable skylines on all sides, all 
simulated by the artistry of the Auburn 
Leaguers. 

Besides the speaking by numerous per- 
sons representing various groups, there 
was a television program, complete with 
large screen and cast of 21 persons. 

On Saturday evening, September 17, 
all the young people of the church, 
garbed in the traditional dress of the 
Gold Rush of ’49, enjoyed a Youth Night 
Party, the feature of which was the 
choice and crowning of a queen, Miss 
Vickie Kramer. 

“Tisten, He Speaks!’ was the program 
used on Youth Sunday at the morning 
service with youth completely in charge 
of the service. 

A splendid Youth Weekend was closed 
by attendance of the group at the Spring- 
field Federation’s meeting in the evening. 


“Hawaii Sends 
Aloha!”’ 
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@ IOWA 

The Walther League Bible camp, Lake 
Okoboji, Iowa, was the scene where 206 
Luther League campers and pastors of 
the Iowa Synod gathered, August 14 to 
20, for their annual camp and convention. 
The theme used was, “If ye love me... 
keep my commandments.” Matins serv- 
ices were conducted each day by the 
Leaguers representing individual Luther 
Leagues from all over the Synod. 

The campers, under the able leadership 
of three members of the Synodical Youth 
Committee—Pastors Eller, Buck and Piper 
—studied “The Manhood of the Master,” 
“How We Worship,’ and “Wanted: 
Leaders.” Dr. E. B. Keisler, Dean of 
Central Seminary, opened the Gospel of 
John to the older leaguers and through 
study together inspired them to continue 
Bible study in the fall program of “Oper- 
ation Spiritual.” Life Service Secretary, 
Rev. M. B. Pinkert, directed the Interme- 
diates in the Study of the Gospel of 
John. The camp was reverently opened 
with Holy Communion, administered by 
the president of Iowa Synod, Dr. F. D. 
Boldt. Individual discussion groups were 
held by the young people with the pas- 
tors concerning problems in Christian 
living, 

During the meeting of the convention 
sessions, an invitation was extended to 
The Luther League of America to hold 
its 1951 convention at Iowa City on the 
University of Iowa campus. Also the fol- 
lowing officers were appointed and 
elected for 1949-1950: President, Miss 
Andrean Lowe; Vice-President, Harold 
Kruger; Secretary, Miss Margaret Piper; 
Treasurer, Ardith Meyer. The appointed 
officers are: Member-at-large, Larry Nel- 
son, Des Moines; Intermediate Secretary, 
Bernadine Kugel, Postville; Missionary 
Secretary, Barbara Nore, Sioux City; Ed- 
ucational Secretary, Robert Feiden, Cedar 
Rapids; Life Service Secretary, Rey. M. 
B. Pinkert, Dubuque; and Iowa INDEX 
Editors: Richard Palmquist and Marlis 
Johnson, Davenport. Technique sessions 
were held with all the local officers and 
advisors present at camp. 

The camp climaxed in the convention 
banquet with the challenging address 
from Dr. Keisler, “Under New Manage- 
ment.” 


® VIRGINIA 

The Luther League of the Lutheran 
Synod of Virginia held its twenty-eighth 
annual Conyention at St. Mark’s Luther- 
an Church, Roanoke, Monday, August 
15, 1949. The convention this year was 
limited to one business session since the 
National Convention was also meeting 
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in Roanoke the week of the 15th. Ap- 
proximately 110 Leaguers and Pastors 
representing 45 Leagues, attended. 

A proposed new constitution for the 
Luther League of the Synod of Virginia 
was introduced by the constitution revi- 
sion committee and accepted by the con- 
vention for study during the ensuing 
year. 

The following officers were elected and 
appointed for the coming year: President, 
Libby Linebarger, Greeneville, Tenn.; 
Vice-President, Mae Minnick, Salem, Va.; 
Secretary, Willis Buchanan, Staunton, 
Va.; Treasurer, Catherine Humphrey, 
Pulaski, Va.; Statistician, Tom Bondur- 
ant, Richmond, Va.; Eduactional Secre- 
tary, Alyse Sisson, Roanoke, Va.; Mis- 
sionary Secretary, Betty Ann Byers, Neu- 
bert, Tenn.; Life Service Secretary, El- 
mer Vickers, Kearneysville, W. Va.; In- 
termediate Secretary, Mrs. Joe Debord, 
Rural Retreat, Va.; Pocket Testament 
Secretary, Betty Mae Yowell, Madison, 
Va.; Promotional Secretary, Fred Keg- 
ley, Wytheville, Va.; Archivist, Jimmy 
Stevenson, Roanoke, Va.; Editor, Ella 
Mae Utt, Roanoke, Va. 

Upon recommendation of the execu- 
tive committee, the convention voted to 
request synod to employ a_ full-time 
young people’s worker as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Dick Gott, speaking for all Leaguers 
of the Synod of Virginia, expressed ap- 
preciation and thanks to the retiring 
President, Mrs. Lois Sloop Ramkey, by 
presenting her a lovely china clock. 


Executive Committee, 
1949-1950. 


© CALIFORNIA 

The third annual Convention of the 
California Synodical Luther League was 
held at St. John Church, Sacramento, 
September 3-5. “Living for Jesus” was 
the convention theme, and “Answer His 
Call,” the slogan. 

A pre-convention rally was held on 
Friday evening, when games were played 
by those who had arrived, and a social 
get-together helped start the convention, 

The first formal service was held on 
Saturday morning when the pastor loci, 
Rev. Robert Romeis, acted as Liturgist 
and The Rev. Paul Wolpert delivered 
the address, “Invitation to Live.” f 

Due to the physical condition of the 
building in which the convention met— 
the church was undergoing major re- 
pairs and renovation—all meals were 
served by the ladies of St. John’s at the 
Y. W. C. A. across the street. # 

Following the Saturday afternoon de- 
votions, Rev. William J. Ducker, Asso- 
ciate Secretary of the LLA, spoke on the 
theme, “Life Through Decision.” 

Some of the California delegation, 


fresh from the Roanoke Convention of 


the LLA, gave a vivid description of 
their continent-wide auto trip and of the 
convention itself, about which they were 
most enthusiastic. Mr. Paul Spindt pre- 
sided over this feature. 

The highlight of the convention was 
the “Gold Rush Banquet” commemora- 
tive of California’s Centennial. In addi- 
tion to an excellent meal, there was en- 
joyable entertainment and the humor of 
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the: toastmaster, Pastor Clarence F. 
~ Crouser, who introduced all the persons 
at the speakers’ table with the use of 
some different kind of hat. The inspir- 
ing address of the evening on “Life 
_ Through Action,” was given by The Rev. 
_ Konrad Koosmann, President, Pacific 


= 


_ District of the ALC. The Rey. Ted 


Youngquist served as the song leader. 

_ Sunday morning breakfast was served 
__ in the park and Sunday School was held 
there following it. George Steffena led 
the singing and Pastor Crouser spoke 
on “The Meaning of the Luther League 
_ Emblem.” Then delegates could choose 
_ the church they wished to attend. The 
-conyention therefore scattered to the 
- three Lutheran churches of the city, with 
‘the bulk of delegates returning to St. 
John Church to hear Pastor Romeis speak 
on “Life Through Devotion.” 

The Sunday afternoon session, pre- 
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was devoted to the necessary items of 
_ business, including the election of offi- 
cers, as follows: Ben Torres, President; 
Jane Titlow, Vice-President; Barbara 
- Berry, Recording Secretary; Arlene Laar- 
veld, Corresponding Secretary and Statis- 
- tician; James Stubchaer, Treasurer. Ap- 
pointive officers include: Rev. Quentin P. 


Garman, Life Service Secretary; Jane Tit- 


low, Educational Secretary; Joyce John- 
son, Missionary Secretary; Gladys Vouaux, 
Extension Secretary; Rev. Clarence F. 
Crouser, Synodical Adviser. 

The formal closing session and candle- 
light installation service was held at St. 
Paul Church at 12:30 A. M., Monday, 
shortly after mid-night, the church being 
near the Fair Grounds where most of the 
Leaguers had gone. This convention was 
notable for the largest continuous at- 
tendance. 


@ MIDWEST 

With “Christ for the World; The 
World to Christ” as the theme, over 300 
Luther Leaguers, pastors and visitors met 
in Grand Island, Nebraska’s third city, 
for the 22nd annual Luther League Con- 
vention of the Midwest Synod. Messiah 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Martin G. 
Schroeder, Pastor, was a splendid host 
during the inspiration-filled days of the 
Convention, held August 24-25, 1949. 

Thought-provoking sermons and devo- 
tions, challenging Christian youths’ re- 
sponse with their whole beings, were con- 
ducted at the opening Vesper Service 
and the two Morning Worship Services. 
Pastor Norman Schroeder, a former presi- 
dent of the Synodical Luther League, 
pointed out that Jesus is looking at and 
saying to each one, “I Need You”. Pastor 
Theodore Althof, Russell, Kansas, stressed 
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_ sided over by President William Fussell, 


Convention, Luther League of the Midwest Synod, Grand Island, Neb., 
August 24-25, 1949 


personal participation in the work of the 
Kingdom. He said, “If Christ is to be 
brought to the World, and the World to 
Christ, it must be in terms of the Gospel 
preached according to you.” Pastor Fred- 
erick Nolte, Emerald, said “today God’s 
Kingdom must be built and this can be 
done only by Faith in Jesus Christ.” 

The Treasurer reported that all quotas 
and financial obligations had been met 
and that a balance of over $500.00 was 
on hand. 

Seven Luther League groups were re- 
ceived into the membership of the Syn- 
odical League. 

The Credentials Committee reported 
that 47 different League groups were 
present from five states: Nebraska, Iowa, 
Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma. Of those 
attending, 99 registered as delegates, 152 
as visitors, and 22 were pastors. 

Miss Ielene Ufkes, representative from 
Luther League Headquarters, addressed 
the group on two occasions. Miss Ufkes 
recently returned from 15 months in our 
north China Mission Field. She stated 
that four of our missionaries are still in 
Communist-held stations. On her return 
to the States, she spent two weeks visit- 
ing Japanese missions and brought an 
appeal from the Japanese youth that more 
missionaries be sent them. 

The Rev. Theodore E. Johnson, Fre- 
mont, Nebraska, delivered the main ad- 
dress. He set forth briefly the history, the 
methods, and program of evangelism. 
His theme was, “Ye Shall Be My Wit- 
nesses’. 

Interesting group discussions on the 
subjects, “On China”, Administration”, 
“Handi-work’, and “Inter-faith Mar- 


riage’ were led by Miss Ufkes, Synodical 
Officers, Pastor Herman Joens, and Pas- 
tor Harvey Bernhardt, respectively. 

On Thursday afternoon, entertainment 
took place at Grace Abbot Park. A num- 
ber of the boys played a ball game which 
the girls watched. A picnic lunch was 
served by the host League. In the even- 
ing skits were given by a picked group 
of Leaguers and group singing was en- 
joyed by all. Miss Ufkes spoke and 
showed slides on China. The evening pro- 
gram closed with the showing of the 
motion picture, “Like a Mighty Army.” 

Vice-President, Lowell Feye, reported 
on the National Convention at Roanoke, 
Virginia. There were 46 Leaguers attend- 
ing from the Midwest Synod. 

A golden cross was placed on the Life 
Service Flag in honor of the ordination 
of Pastor Martin G. Schroeder, formerly 
a Luther Leaguer in Bloomfield. 

A -highlight on the closing day was 
the awarding of a $200 scholarship to a 
worthy Leaguer entering full-time church 
work. Rev. Herman Goede, Lincoln, 
chairman of the Committee on the Min- 
istry, presented the scholarship to Norma 
Heller, Pilger, a Sophomore at Midland 
College, who is studying to become an 
Educational Missionary in the Foreign 
Field. 

The following officers for the coming 
year were installed at the final service: 
President, Alex Wacker, Lincoln, Neb- 
raska; Vice-President, Lowell Feye, Leigh, 
Nebraska; Recording Secretary, Dorothy 
Dagerman, Papillion, Nebraska; Corre- 
sponding Secretary, Jean Niemoth, Grand 
Island, Nebraska; Treasurer, Clarence 
Hartmann, Hooper, Nebraska. 
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THE ONE-INCH BOOKSHELF 
By THE REV. GUSTAV K. WIENCKE, Th.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 
Why? To give young adult Lutherans an apprecia- 
tion of the making and meaning of the Bible so that 
they will use the Bible with more desire and in- 
telligence. 


How? (1) Present the subject by apportioning 
“the making of the Bible” to six participants: how 
the Bible looked at the time of Moses, David, Amos, 
Ezra, Jesus, Paul. (2) “What the ‘Bible means,” 
presented by the leader. (3) Generai- discussion 
using some of the questions below. 


® DISCUSSION STARTERS 

(a) Someone has said that the Bible is not a revela- 
tion but a series of interpretations of revelations of God. 
Would you agree? Disagree? 

(b) From the president down to the local alderman, 
politicians like to put in a good word for the Good Book. 
What, do you suppose, would be the reaction if people 
would take them at their word and seriously put the Bible 
into action—religiously, economically, socially? 

(c) Suppose that two or three Bibles had developed 


Din the first two Christian centuries: (1) A Bible retained 


only by the Jews, (the Old Testament), but discarded in 
whole or part by Christians. (2) An “Apostle Paul Bible” 
containing his letters, Acts, Hebrews, and one or two 
Old Testament prophets. (3) An “Apostle Peter Bible” 
containing I Peter, Mark, Matthew, James, and the Shep- 
herd of Hermas. (4) An “Apostle John Bible” containing 
John, I, II, and HI John, Revelation, and Hebrews. What 
might have happened to the church? What a difference 
does it make to world Christendom that we have essen- 
tially only one Bible for all Christian Churches? 

(d) Debate the issue: “Resolved: that Lutherans of 
today deserve the name of a Bible-studying, Bible-true 
Church.” 

(e) When your pastor reads the text for his sermon, 
should you as a pew-sitter, try to figure out for yourself 
what that text really means for yourself, or should you 
simply take the pastor’s word and soak up the sermon? 

(f) On which ought we to concentrate? (1) knowing 
the facts of Bible history, or (2) actually applying the 
Bible to life—the Sermon on the Mount, for example. 

(g) List five things that are done in your church to 
make the Bible really interesting. List five things which 
make the Bible dull and forbidding. For example: 
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Thunder about the duty to read God’s Word. 
Lenten question box on the Bible. 

Use of fine print Bibles in Elizabethan Englishe 
Movies on Bible stories and background. 
Hard-shell fundamentalism. . 

Playing up the Bible against science. 


What can be done to remedy the situation? 


® DEVOTIONAL PROGRAM : q 

Hymn: “Book of Books, Our People’s Strength” . 

Psalm 85 (Alternate whole verses between leader and 
group) 3 

Prayer for guidance by God’s Spirit 

The Program as planned 4 

The Offering H 

Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 36: 1-4; Luke 4;14-21; Reve- 
lation 22:18-21 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Thy Word” 


®@ A PRACTICAL PROJECT 
Study the Bible situation in your church and church 


‘schools. Encourage some practical step toward more use 


of the Bible. For example, help get copies of the Revised 
Standard Version of the New Testament into the hands of 
all teachers and group leaders. Or work for more audio- 
visual aids on the Bible. Or promote family reading of 
the Bible in home devotions. Or make a practice of looking 
up the pastor’s sermon text in your Bible, either during 
the sermon or Sunday evening. ¢ 
For yourself, put in a bid for a short-term Bible study 
group made up of people genuinely interested in studying | 
and discussing a book of the Bible together. Don’t make — 
that study too easy on group members or leader. : 
eee 
@ RESOURCE ARTICLE (See Pages 6 and 7) 
(Continued from Page 7) 


of the Bible is God’s holy yearning to save us from de- — 
stroying ourselves. Here we can find God’s holy will (Law) © 
and his costly love (Gospel). 
As a message of salvation, the Bible is a link between 
today and eternity. We have looked into a creative six- 
teen centuries of the writing of the Bible. The Bible bids 


us lift up our eyes to the far ranges of eternal fellowship 
with Jesus Christ. 
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Christ for All 


1—Making the New Year New 
Revelation 21:3-8 


8—“Come Over and Help Us” 
Acts 16:9-12 


15—The Church’s Gamble 
Acts 18:1-3 
22—Japan—An Opportunity Today 
Acts 1:1-8 


29—Missionary Day 


Revelat 


~® METHOD 

The presentation method is recom- 
mended for the development of this topic. 
There is a minimum of factual informa- 
tion to be conveyed by this program. 
~The emphasis is predominantly upon en- 
couraging a definite attitude toward the 
beginning of a new year. This aim can 
best be realized by a well prepared talk 
of an inspirational nature. 


® DISCUSSION HINT 

Pro’s and con’s of practice of making 
resolutions. Prepare list of resolves 
- worthy of every Christian. 


@ SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 


A Resolution Party might consist of fellow- 
ship together on. New Year’s Eve. The New 
Year could be greeted by the ringing of the 
church bell. Let each person take a turn at the 
bell rope; this act could be a token of his 
intentions to keep the resolutions of his own 
choosing. Real dignity should mark this ritual. 

- The group should disband immediately after a 
brief prayer or benediction or song. This can 
_ be a memorable occasion or just another lark— 

make it what you will. 


~-® PROGRAM 

Hymn—“Great God! We Sing Thy Mighty 
Hand” (349 PSH; 161 CYH*) 

Psalm 382 

Gloria Patri (Sung or said) 

Prayer: Dear Christ, Thou Who art from ever- 
lasting to everlasting, be with us through 
the coming year. Help us to begin, continue, 
and end it in Thy love and fear. Strengthen 
us in our good intentions. Bless our days with 
Thy Spirit and abiding Presence. May we 
grow in wisdom and in stature and in favor 
with God and man. In Thy holy Name we 
ask it. Amen. 

Hymn: “I Need Thee, Precious Jesus” 

: (268 PSH; 191 CYH*) 

Topic Presentation 

Discussion 

The Offering 

Hymn 
“Teach Me, My God and King” (217 CYH*) 

or 
“Awake, My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve” 
(286 PSH) 
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MAKING THE NEW YEAR NEW 
ion 21:3-8 
By THE REV. EDGAR M. COOPER, Pottstown, Pa. 


The topics provided here are de- 
signed for use with Young People 
(those 18 years old and over) in the 
month of January. December topics 
for the same age-group are printed in 
the November issue of THE LUTHER 
Leacur Review. (See the Interme- 
diate and Senior quarterlies for mate- 
rial for those age-groups. ) 


League Benediction 


*Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the U.L.P.H. 
© THE TOPIC 

“All depends on the beginning.” The 
poet Ovid puts these words into the 
mouth of Janus, the Roman god of open- 
ing and shutting. It is for him that the 
month January is named. What he has 
to say is definitely more closely related 
to truth than the contrasting emphasis 
expressed in the old saying, “All’s well 
that ends well”. So much depends on 
starting anything correctly that the en- 
trance of a new year deserves our respect- 
ful concern. The pattern it will follow 
and the degree of influence for good it 
will have on our lives depend largely on 
the way each of us begins it. 

The novice archer would hardly take 
notice if the arrow pulled taut in the 
bow were aimed a careless quarter inch 
off the intended mark. He would show 
his amazement only when the bow-string 
had ceased quivering and the misguided 
shaft had come to rest many yards from 
its intended mark. Compare that with 
the satisfying sight of the skilled bow- 
man’s arrow finding its way to the bulls- 
eye of the target. The novice and the 
expert may use the same bow and ar- 
rows; the manner:in which the arrow is 
sped on its way distinguishes between 
. a forceful plea for a good be- 


a 


them . . 
ginning. 


The Need for New Beginnings 
One of the most satisfying provisions 
for our human needs is the opportunity 
for a new start. From the time we are 
infants till our years of infirmity overtake 
us, we are constantly refreshed by the 


DECEMBER 
Pre-Christmas Thoughts 


4—-What Modern Jews Believe 
Deuteronomy 6:3-9 


11-—A Book for a Companion (P. T. L. Day) 
Acts 8:26-38 


18—The Greatest Advent Hymn 
Luke 1:68-79 


25—Christ, the Saviour, Is Born 
Luke 2:8-20 


new beginnings that urge us on. Perhaps 
that explains the mysterious hold that 
‘time’ has over us. Each moment is a new 
beginning, a new opportunity. The close 
of each day, each week, each month and 
year ushers in on its heels the challenge 
of a new beginning. Old weights are re- 
moved, fatigue reduced, the press of duty 
relieved . . . a fresh start, new oppor- 
tunity, the encouragement to improve 

. . these are the gifts of each new be- 
ginning. 

A person, unlike the trees and many of 
the growing things of the soil, has no 
repeated cycle of life. There is no repe- 
tition of seed time, the blossom, and the 
harvest in the life of man. He passes this 
way but once. He enjoys but a single 
childhood and youth; he knows but one 
maturing of his gifts and ripening of his 
wisdom and manly graces. Yet his close 
tie to the world about him has influenced 
the tempo of his life. Under the provi- 
dence of God,’ man has resorted to arti- 
ficial periods by which he reckons time 
and thus plans his life. That is the in- 
teresting story of our calendar. The sys- 
tematic divisions of time by which our 
lives are ordered reflect the cycles of 
nature, the waxing and waning of the 
moon, the journey of the earth around 
the sun with its accompanying seasons. 
Our calendar is the result of a long and 
tedious study of -these natural phenom- 
ena. 


Seriousness of Life 

A New Year dawns. Do young people 
see anything significant enough about its 
coming to give pause to a moment ot 
reflection on life and its meaning? What 
of the year just ended was it a 
milestone of progress in living? 

Living is an earnest proposition. Each 
moment that pauses briefly in the ‘present 
now’ on its journey from the future to 
the past is to be reckoned with. The 
first startling fact of life if that every 
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act of it is irrevocable. Nothing can be would have been regarded a little differ- refreshingly new one. 5 
recalled. There are no corrections, no ently if it could only be repeated. No 2 
blanks can be filled in, no erasures are to doubt, he begins to notice action of chil- © SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL : 


be made. Watchfulness and diligence are 
the order of the day. 

Life, our most valuable possession, is 
unique because it is unlike all of the 
other things that we own. Our worldly 
possessions will continue to be acquired 
and almost as rapidly discarded. The 
new replaces the old. Only we remain the 
same. Every moment of the life we have 
lived is recorded in our personalities. The 
most minute detail of our being is the 
color or shading of some forgotten 
thought, word, or deed. You and I are 
today the sum and substance of our past. 
Our future self will be a blend of our 
past and all that happens to us from 
now on. We are like the sensitized paper 
of the photographer . . . the slightest 
word lodges in some heart and brings its 
blessing or curse. 

“Life is real, life is earnest”, so the 
poet expresses it. This year is another 
chapter of our life. It, like all the others, 
will someday be retold. The temptation 
is to splice the conscience by forgetting 
the past. Don’t succumb. Our future is 
so much a part of what shall some day 
be our past that we might well remember 
that there comes a time when the com- 
pleted story will be retold. Jesus reminds 
us that every idle word must be accounted 


_ for; nothing is too insignificant to meet 


the scrutiny of our Lord. That makes 
living interesting and worth the effort. 


“The Year of Our Lord’ 

Without pushing the analogy too far, 
we may say that the year of the Chris- 
tian revolves around the Son of God 
just as the calendar year is based on the 
earth’s journey around the sun. Believer 
and unbeliever alike will speak of this 
year as One Thousand Nine Hundred 
and Fifty in the year of our Lord. The 
year 1950 shall be “the year of our Lord” 
only if we make Him central in our lives 
and live daily by His strength. 

“Ring out the darkness of the land, 

Ring in the Christ that is to be.” 

There are certain definite ways that 
we can “ring Christ into our new year.” 

By the time young people enter early 
adulthood, they have had “a heap of liv- 
ing” crowded into their comparatively 
few years. There have been many suc- 
cesses and failures, disappointments in 
self and in others, restlessness of spirit 
and fleeting moments of pleasure in ac- 
complishments. The young adult is per- 
haps beginning to see the big mistakes 
in his life; he begins to regret that he 
gave up his piano or vocal study. School 
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dren and wonders why they too are mak- 
ing the mistakes he did. Yet he resigns 
himself to the present tenor of his life. 
Conscious or unconscious, these feelings 
of regret, whether uttered or left unsaid, 
can depress the spirit and chill his en- 
thusiasm. Add to this the accumulation of 
wrongs that grow with each passing day. 
The year can close with a multiplicity of 
these regrets and woes. Christ wants to 
begin the year with us. If we consciously 
enter it with the assurance of His com- 
plete forgiveness, we have the proof of 
His Presence. As the late Dr. Buckley 
says, “First get rid of sin. Sin is not only 
the sting of death, but also the sting of 
life.” It is possible for us to ignore our 
sin, justify it, or try to cover it, perhaps 
even try to forget it by busying ourselves 
with other things. All of these attempts 
to deal with sin fail eventually. Those 
who refuse God’s forgiveness in Christ 
may conyince themselves that they are 
rid of their wrongs. They are like those 
who dream that they are eating, yet 
wake to find themselves hungry. In Christ, 
we repent of our wrong and put our 
faith in Him. Sin and its guilt can be 
blotted out no other way. Christ comes 
into our new year if we seek our forgive- 
ness in Him. That experience is refresh- 
ing, it is akin to beginning life again 
with a clean slate, it is equivalent to be- 
ing given another try. 

Christ will help us make the New Year 
new if we emulate His life in our own. 
The story of many a fine artist has been 
his desire to equal the skill and master 
the technique of a greater artist. The 
student sculptor may never approach the 
artistry of Praxitiles, but his efforts boost 
him rapidly along the way. Our efforts to 
live like Christ will succeed to a remark- 
able degree because He has promised 
to assist us in the effort. Our church life, 
devotional life, and Christian fellowship 
will take on new meaning if the aim of 
our life is Christ. 

A moment ago, we spoke about our 
past making the present. That is the story 
without Christ. With His help and 
strength, our past remains unchanged, but 
our present undergoes a transformation. 
He makes all things new. It is very much 
like installing a new high compression 
motor in our old car. It may look the 
same but it responds differently. 

Let the New Year in Christ be for 
each of us one of forgiven sin, a year of 
service in Christ’s Name, and a year of 
trust in His strength. It may be a hard 
year but it can be a happy one and a 


Are Resolutions Helpful? A good illustration” 
of their value is the story concerning the fate- 
ful battle of the Alma. The British forces were 
hard pressed. A general retreat began. A young 
ensign bearing the colors held his ground on a 
slight prominence. The captain called to the 
ensign to bring the colors back out of danger. 
The ensign stood immobile and called, “Bring 
the men to the colors’. Spurred on by the 
challenge, the retreat was halted and the battle 
won. Resolutions can do that for us. 

The practice of making New Year Resolutions 
has all but been joked out of existence. Judging 
from expressed opinions, resolutions are some- 
thing to be broken rather than carried out. A 
little more ‘‘resolve” in our resolutions will make 


them valuable aims during the coming year. 
e 


4 

@® QUOTES ; 
“We are always complaining our days are 
few, and acting as if there were no end of 
them.” 
—Addison 


“Dodging the future, in this world, is a suc- 
cess equal to that of the old woman who tri- 
umphantly announced that she had borrowed — 
enough money to pay all her debts.” ‘ 

—Selected 


@ POEM 
Opportunity i 
Before this truth be bared each brow— 
The Infinite is here and now! 
As sacred as the stars, the sod— 
As near to Heaven, as close to God. 


Call nothing common or unclean, 
Nor deem Thou any service mean; 
Forevermore this faith be thine— 
All days, all duties, are divine. 


E’en now at thy reluctant feet, 

The seed-time and the harvest meet; 
“The morrow in the moment lies’’, 
Heed well the Voice; awake! arise! 


He, only he, is free indeed, 

Who in his heart holds fast this creed— 

(A fadeless wreath for every brow), 

The infinite is here and now! 

—Rev. Benjamine Copeland 
@ LET THE WORD SPEAK 
Isaiah 26:1-4. Strength, walls, bulwarks— 
. these are words of meaning in a 

generation becoming increasingly familiar 
with such phrases as “no defense”, “total - 
war’, “atomic weapons”. The New Year 
opens with uncertainty; only God knows 
what the year will bring forth. Revel in = 
the promise that God will dispel fear in 
the hearts of those who trust Him. 


Matthew 6:31-33. Material things seem 

more important to men than spiritual 
gifts, yet God has taken pains to show 

His children that His kingdom is the 

most important matter in the world. His 
gift of time is also a matter for us to 
consider. Christ teaches that food and 

clothing are means rather than ends in 

themselves . . . There is also a steward- 

ship of time. Begin the Year by keeping 

sacred the hours set aside for worship and 

spiritual development. Conflicts with wor- 

ship, devotions, league, etc. should take 

second place. ; 
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"Luke 15:11-24. 
my father”. This resolve, when carried 
out, proved the salvation of a life in 


Year is an admission that a change is 
needed in our lives. Keep your mind’s 
eye upon the goal; do not dwell upon 
_ the difficulty involved in keeping the 


Joshua 3:1-6 “For ye have not passed this 
_ way heretofore.” The “ark of the cove- 
nant” was the symbol of God’s Presence 
in the trek to the promised land. We can 
_ stay close to God’s Holy Word on our 
journey through the unexplored years of 
our lives with the same certainty that 
we won't go wrong. 


‘Luke 19:12-26. 
~ pounds is a dramatic reminder that life 
is a trust. The opportunities of the com- 
ing year carry with them an equal re- 


“T will arise and go to — 


ruin. Any resolution we make this New | 


The parable of the 


sponsibility. God says, “Occupy till I 
come” . . . sounds very much like “Make 
your life worthwhile.” 


II Corinthians 5:17-21. In Christ, we are 
made new. This is the re-birth unto 
eternal life. Its result is a new allegiance, 
a new outlook on life, a sustaining source 
of strength, a new relationship with God 
as Father. This is the good news of 
Christmas made personal for each of us. 


Luke 18:6-9. “Lord, let it alone this year 
also.” The providence of God has brought 
us safely to this day. His care and pro- 
tection merit some return. Christ, the 
intercessor, undoubtedly prolongs the life 
of many a person in the hope that each 
new day, or month, or year may bring 
an unprofitable son to true faith and 
righteousness. This year is intended for 
a purpose; try to find it in God’s plan. 


@ PROGRAM 
Hymn: “Let All’ the World In Every 
_. Corner Sing” (244 PSH; 287 CSB) 
Prayer: Thou unto Whom all hearts are 
open, all desires are known and from 
Whom no secrets are hid: cleanse 
Thou the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love Thee and worthily 
magnify Thy holy Name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
_ Hymn: “Christ For the World We Sing” 
: (164 PSH; 382 CSB) 
- Scripture: Acts 16:9-12 
- Prayer: Thou Who art our Father, the 
Father of all who believe in Thee, and 
the Creator of all men, forgive us 
those sins which separate us from Thee. 
Purify our minds and stir our hearts 
that we may understand the needs of 
our fellowmen in all parts of the world 
and serve them for Thy sake. Open 
our eyes that we may have the calls 
that come to us from those in suffering 
and in need of Thy care through us. 
For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
Topic: Presentation by Leader and those 
given special subjects. 
Poem: “Three Crosses” 
The Offering 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be” 
(278. PSH; 218 CSB) 


@ THE TOPIC 
There is only one place in which “one 
world” can become a reality. That is in 
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CHRIST FOR ALL: (1) “COME OVER AND HELP US” 
Acts 16:9-12 
By MISS MILDRED E. WINSTON, Secretary, Board of Education, Washington, D. C. 


the heart and mind and life of people. 
This requires a heart big enough to love, 
a mind open sufficiently to understand, 


_and a life sensitive to people in any part 


of the world. This means cosmopolitan 
citizenship which is characteristic of a 
citizen in the Kingdom of God. 

Where family life is fine and whole- 
some, every member of the family has a 
personal understanding and concern for 
every other member. A son, for instance, 
is happy when the others are enjoying 
life. A sister suffers if another member of 
the family is in trouble. So it is with 
“the household of faith.” 


Visitors Who Won Us 

Americans who learned to know Pastor 
“Happy Kawagiri while he was study- 
ing at the Philadelphia Seminary had a 
greater love for Japan than if they had 
never met him. When “Happy” died, 
wearing the uniform of a Japanese soldier, 
there still could be no bitterness in the 
hearts of those who loved him. Pastor 
Kawagiri loved his country, therefore we 
did, even though Japan made a martyr 
of him. 

Margaret Stewart’s keen mind, social 
poise and deep spirit interpreted Liberia 
to North Americans in a most revolution- 
ary manner. As a child of the “bush” 
(the forest) whose parents had known 
and followed the customs of their par- 
ticular culture. Margaret gave to her 
white: friends a new understanding of 
personality. From Lucy Spelman College 


in Georgia, where she studied, to confer- 
ences in New England, Margaret opened 
the windows of minds and hearts toward 
her country,. She is returning to that 
continent. Her husband, the Reverend 
Byron Traub, a Liberian pastor, will 
study at a Lutheran Seminary. 

The courage, talents and high spirit 
of Edgar Menzies revealed the inner- 
most life and deep culture of British 
Guiana to the youth of the Middle West 
while he studied at Midland College. 
He has gone back to his country as a fine 
Christian teacher in the schools there. 

It is only fifteen miles from Com- 
munist-occupied territory to the town 
where the Reverend James Liu has re- 
cently been installed as pastor of a church 
in China. As a student at Gettysburg 
Seminary, Pastor Liu showed to those 
about him the culture and quiet strength 
of the East. Separated from his family in 
war-torn China for two years, he pre- 
pared himself to help hold the Christian 
“fortress” against suffering, starvation — 
and the political chaos of his country. 

Miss Kushum Sokey stands, a lone. 
figure, in the Gossner Lutheran Mission 
in India. It is one of the largest mission 
fields of any denomination in the world. 
She will teach the women of her country 
about Christian home life, how to work 
in the church and community, and how to 
study the Bible. She taught us much 
about her ancient culture as she studied 
in the New Jersey State Teachers Col- 
lege at Trenton. From us she has learned 
methods for work among the women of 
India. 


The South American Melting Pot 

North America has been known as a 
melting pot for the peoples of the earth. 
It is just as true—and more so—of South 
America. To Argentina, and other coun- 
tries, people of all races and nations have 
gone to begin a new life. Spanish, Por- 
tuguese, and Italians have gone to the 
cities in particular. But on. the great 
ranches and in the towns the German and 
Scandinavian people, with their Lutheran 
heritage, have established homes and 
business. Just as in central and western 
North America, they, too, look to their 
Church for community life, home and 
personal guidance for their lives. 

Christian Youth must use the mechan- 
ical factors of transportation and com- 
munication for a greater understanding 
of fellow Christians throughout the world. 
There is a hurricane in Florida, a ty- 
phoon in India. Strikes occur in San 
Francisco, political wars in China. 
Droughts come to the prairies in Canada, 
scorched earth to Japan. People differ in 
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culture, language and race; but all are 
alike in mind and heart and life. 

These are the kind of folks around 
the world who are calling you to come to 
their nations, to serve their fellow coun- 
trymen as Christian missionaries. 


Are You Like That? 

A guest on a Lutheran campus was 
being told the accomplishments and fame 
of the professors. With pride, the stu- 
dents told of books written, offices held 
and of international travel. “But,” said 
,the guest, “you haven’t mentioned Pro- 
fessor Jones.” One replied quickly, “We 
just take it for granted—he is a cosmo- 
politan. He hasn’t travelled so extensively, 
but he is more at home in any part of 
the world at any moment than anybody 
on this campus.” “That goes for just 
around the corner or in a Church in the 
country, too,” said) another student. “It’s 
because he loves so deeply that he knows 
and understands everybody. He is Christ- 
like.” 


That professor as a young man wanted 


_to be a missionary. He was not able to 


go in person to a foreign country, but he 
has developed his sensitiveness to God’s 
call to service. He has the qualifications 
needed for effective service—humble but 
powerful wherever he is. 

Qualifications for missionary 
are: 

1. Faith in God and acceptance of 
His Will. 

2. Constantly living in His service. 

8. The ability to “grow up.” Becom- 
ing mature spiritually, and in personal 
relationships, attitudes, emotions and 
adaptability to living conditions. 

4, Love and appreciation of all per- 
sons. 

5. Good use of the mind—Bible study 
and reading newspapers and current liter- 
ature—to know better both God and fel- 
low men. 

6. Constructive convictions on social 
problems and acceptance of social re- 
sponsibilities in home and community. 

7. Preparation for, and success in, the 
vocation into which your talents and 
God's call have led you. 

8. Vigorous health, both mental and 
physical. 

These are the kind of folks who are 
needed, and desperately needed, imme- 
diately on the six foreign mission fields 
of our Church— Liberia, India, China, 
Japan, British Guiana and Argentina. 


service 


They Call Through These 
Luther Leaguers at the Roanoke Con- 
vention met Miss Alice Zachariah, R.N., 
of India. She has been in North America 
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taking special courses in nursing. Mrs. 
P. David, M.D., of India has recently 
done additional graduate study in Medi- 
cine at Yale. Mrs. Mary Keller, R.N., of 
Liberia is studying nursing in the United 
States. Through them the sick and suf- 
fering of the world stretch out their 
hands to our nurses and doctors for help. 

Dr. Martin Yang of China received his 
Doctor of Philosophy Degree from Cor- 
nell University in Rural Sociology. He has 
used his knowledge under great diffi- 
culties to help his people. Through him 
the rural people of the world beckon to 
all who have interests and talents in 
meeting rural needs to come over to help 
them. 

Miss Norma Bloomquist has been 
loaned by our Mission in Liberia to co- 
operate with the Liberian Government in 
opening the minds of its people to the 
printed page. Through her thousands of 
people are learning to read and write. 
Language study is long, hard work. Do 
you have literary and language talents? 
What are you doing about them? Mil- 
lions of people throughout the world can- 
not read the message of Christ. 


“Africa” 

I slept. I dreamed. I seemed to climb a 
hard ascending track ’ 

And just behind me labored one whose 
face was black. 

I pitied him, but hour by hour he gained 
upon my path. 

He stood beside me, stood upright, and 
then I turned in wrath. 

“Go back,” I cried. “What right have 
you to stand beside me here?” 

I paused, struck dumb with fear, for lo! 
the black man was not there— 

But Christ stood in his place! 

And oh! the pain, the pain, the pain that 
looked from that dear face. 

—Anonymous 


Pastor Tasaki, who has been doing 
special study in religious education at 
Southern Seminary in Columbia, S. C., 
and Miss Tokiko Kawagiri, a teacher in 
Japan, now studying at Biblical Seminary, 
long for young men and women from 
Canada and the United States to go back 
to Japan with them to do evangelistic 
work, teaching, preaching and_ social 


work. 


To Luther Leaguers the names Skel- 
don, British Guiana; Lutheran Mission, 
Liberia; Tsingtao, China; Luthergiri, 
India, Andhra College and Monte Flores, 
Puerto Rico, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
should mean more than geography or the 
raising of money. They should mean serv- 
ice to fellow men in the name of Christ. 


The name Pee Ielene Ufkes atl be 


even more than a talented person who 
gave a period of service as a representa- 


. 


tive of the official youth organization of 
the Church. That name. should mean a> 


channel of Christian living for every 


young person in the League. 

One of the great, outreaching agencies 
of the Church is the Commission on 
Younger Churches and Orphan Missions 
of the National Lutheran Council. The 
Commission’s Executive Secretary is Dr, 
Frederik Schiotz, who also wanted as a 
youth to be a missionary, but was led 
into the pastorate and work among stu- 
dents. Our money gifts to Lutheran 
World Action and the gifts of service and 
life on the part of many young people are 
strengthening large missions and innu- 
merable small congregations that were 
left by the wars in Europe and Asia 
without leadership and support. These 
missions are in all parts of the world— 
Tanganyika, Madagascar, Borneo; Suma- 
tra, New Guinea and Palestine. 

This is the Epiphany Season—the spe- 
cial season of the Church Year in which 
we celebrate the manifestation of Christ 
to the Gentiles. It, too, 
name or a festival. Mén and women who 
have opened their lives to the Indwelling 
Presence of the Manifested Christ, say 
with Paul, “I live, yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me.” 


No matter what the circumstance is of 


one’s life, if it is lived as in His Presence, 
the power of that Presence will make 


is more than a 


every one develop talents, train the mind, ; 
and do the job that is at hand to do. 
Out of groups of strong, convinced 


Christian youth in the Church will go 


more young men and women to answer 


the call of Christ in other lands. And as” 
they go the Church will be strengthened 


by Spirit-filled men and women who 


build Christian. homes, 
in the community, and share their finan-_ 
cial resources that His Kingdom may 
come and His Will be done on earth, as! 
it is in Heaven. 


Are you one of these whom God has" 
called? 


® QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. From our reading in church papers 
and newspapers, and from the radio and 


people we have met, name problems in — 


the church and community in mission 
lands similar to those in our own com- 
munity. Discuss solutions for one of these 
problems. 

2. Name the Beenie from other coun- 
tries—either nationals or 
who you have met personally or with 
whom you correspond. 
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live noble lives : 


. 


missionaries— — 


i. 


& 9. Note Dr. Fiedler’s article, “The 
Cry of Human Need Goes Up” in this 
sue and check on the number and kind 
of missionaries needed immediately for 
~ foreign missions alone. 

4. Read to the League the qualities 
‘mentioned in this program which are 


Be 


- 5. What is our League here in our 
~ own church doing about these needs? 


The Type of Person Who Called 
Acts 16:9-15. Paul and Silas were inter- 
sted in the work they were doing. They 


~ kept up-to-date on the needs of the peo- 
- ple, near and far. They heard the call 
of those who were seeking God. Notice 
he high type of persons Paul and Silas 
met in a foreign country in their mis- 
ionary work. 


Acts 16:16-24, Every country is made up 
of all types of people. Paul and Silas 
also met those who prosper by living 
viciously upon the poor and underprivi- 
_leged in a community and who become 
dangerous enemies when faced with the 
truth. 


The Calibre of Persons Needed 

- Acts 16:25-34. Paul and Silas knew what 
they had to do—witness for Christ. They 
could not always preach and teach when 
and where they had planned. However, 
they did what they could, knowing God 
“would use them for effective service. 


Philippians 3:4-14, Paul had an excellent 
heritage and education. In themselves he 
found they were of no value until his 
‘life became Christ centered. Then only, 
his family background, nationality, edu- 
cation and even the work he had done 
in his church were a satisfaction to him- 
self and a service to others. 


g The Command of Christ 

z Matthew 28:16-20. Christ gave the 

~ “Great Commission” to his disciples and 
“for them also which shall believe on 
me through their word”—that means us, 
_ whoever and wherever we are. 


The Power of the Spirit 

Acts 1:6-8. We can do nothing in our 
~ own power. Our understanding of people, 

ability to see needs, clarity of thought, 

courage to act must all be stimulated and 

maintained through our relationship to 

Christ. 

The Call of God 
Acts 16:9-12. This is God’s direct call to 
every one of us. We must use the talents 
\ 
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He has given in the place to which He 
guides us and in the manner He indicates. 


@ PREPARATION 
Read the Scripture for this lesson. 
(Acts 16:9-12) 
Re-read the accompanying Bible studies. 


Present at least one story or need from each 
of the six countries in which the United Luther- 
an Church has overseas (or foreign) missions. 
The countries are Liberia in Africa, India, 
China, Japan, Argentina, and British Guiana. 
This material may be presented by the Leader 
or by several people assigned special articles. 


Read particularly the article by Dr. Fred 
Fiedler on “‘The Cry of Human Need Goes Up” 
in this issue of the “Luther League Review.” 


Very interesting articles about the work in 
other countries also can be found in the follow- 
ing publications of the Church: “The Foreign 
Missionary” and “Lutheran Woman's Work.” 


@ POEM 


“Three Crosses” 
Three crosses stood on Calvary 
Stark against the sky. 
Roman soldiers laughed to see 
Three ways a man may die. 


Crosses still stand on Calvary 

Stark against the sky, 

And some men still laugh to see 

Men die . . . hear little children cry. 


Who builds the Cross on Calvary 
Stark against the sky? 
Who laughs at pain and want? 
Can it be you—or I? 
—Leila A. Rotherburger 


© SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL 
Folders—available without charge: 

Attractive folders on the various countries, 
one general folder on missions and one folder 
on being a missionary are available from The 
Board of Foreign Missions, 231 Madison Ave- 
nue, New York 16, N. Y., or The Women’s 
Missionary Society, 1228 Spruce Street, Phila- 
delphia 7, Pennsylvania. 

A folder on vocational needs in the Church 
and folders on Life Service as a missionary are 
available without charge from The Board of 
Education, 736 Jackson Place, N. W., Wash- 
ington 6, D. C. 

Films: 

Interesting films on the work of the Church 

in other countries have been produced. 


Order all films well in advance from 
The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


1617 Sumter Street 
Columbia 8, S. C. 


860 North Wabash Ave. 
Chicago 11, Illinois 


3103 West Sixth Street 
Los Angeles 5, California 


New Size 2 in. x 2 in. Slides 
.These sets will be supplied at a rental of 
$1.00 plus postage both ways. 
Along the Roads of India—27 slides—color. 
An India Visit—31 slides—color. 
This Is My India—50 slides—color. 
Vellore in the New India—45 slides— 
black and white. 
Village Work in India—25 slides—color. 
A Nation of Scholars—50 slides—black and 
white—China. 
China’s Children—50 slides— 
black and white. 
China’s Tomorrow—50 _ slides— 
black and white. 
Food for China—50 slides—black and white. 
In the Chinese Manner—55 slides— 
black and white. 
Our China Mission Today—50 slides—color. 
A New Day in Japan—45 slides—color. 
Our Japan Church—45 slides—color. 
Lighting a Continent—60 slides—color 
Liberia. 


Motion Picture Reels 
All are 16mm films and are sent on terms as 
specified. Each user will pay the postage both 
ways. An invoice will be rendered for each 
shipment and will include actual postage to 
the customer. Return postage to the United 
Lutheran Publication House branch should be 
paid by the user. 
INDIA: 
“Yesudas the Outcaste” (black and 
white, sound) 15 minutes, $2.50. 
‘Heart of India” (in color, sound) 80 
minutes, $6.00. 


“India’s Children” (black and white, 
sound) 15 minutes, $2.50. 
LIBERIA: 


“The Story of Bamba” (black and white, 
silent) 87 minutes, $3.75. 
CHINA: 
“Building with Christ in China” (black 
and white, sound) 18 minutes, $2.50. 
“A Letter from China” (in color, sound ) 
30 minutes, $9.00. 
“The Peiping Family” (black and white, 
sound) 20 minutes, $5.00. 
“My Name Is Han” (black and white, 
sound) 25 minutes, $8.00. 
JAPAN: j 
“We Bear Witness” (black and white, 
sound) 18 minutes, $2.50. 
“Fujita, Orphan in Japan” (in color, 
sound) 35 minutes. Rental $12.00. 
“Kenji Comes Home” (black and white, 
sound) 385 minutes. Rental $10.00. 
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CHRIST FOR ALL: (2) THE CHURCH’S GAMBLE 
Acts 13:1-3 
By THE REV. DAVID F. CONRAD, Birmingham, Alabama 


® METHOD SUGGESTION 


The topic capitalizes on Life Service. One of 
its most interesting phases is the development 
of our Foreign mission work and workers. If 
there is someone in your group whose relative 
or friend is or has been in the foreign field, ask 
him to tell of the interesting difficulties of prep- 
aration for that work and of the time used. 
Someone who has taken part in the Life Service 
part of a Convention program should be able 
to add color to the discussion by describing the 
ceremony. 

It might be a good idea for someone to dem- 
onstrate with cards, dice, etc. the many chances 
in gambling and then contrast this with the 
purposes of God! 

These paragraphs may be easily 
among several persons. Use them only for sug- 
gestion! 


divided 


@® PROGRAM 
Hymn: ‘Thou, Whose Almighty Word” 
(217 CSB; 162 PSH) 
Psalm 64 
Prayer: “O Thou who dost call all men to 
serve in thy Royal Kingdom, hear we pray 
Thee our united petitions for those who are 
hazardous places for thy 


now serying in 
Name’s sake. Keep them in thy care and 
protection. Lead us anew into more under- 


standing avenues of thy Mission. Open ways 
whereby we too may offer ourselves in our 
capacities in forwarding thy work. In Christ’s 
Name we pray. Amen. 

Hymn: “From Greenland’s Icy Mountains” 

(220 CSB; 158 PSH) 
Presentation of Topic 
Discussion 


Offering 
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Hymn: “Onward Christian Soldiers” 
(379 CSB; 293 PSH) 

Benediction 

® THE TOPIC 


Our topic bears the word “gamble,” 
meaning risk, chance, or luck. If the 
Church’s mission is a true gamble, then 
God must be wagering with the devil 
that his workers “may” or “may not” 
make the grade. Another word could be 
used but for the sake of certain contrasts 
it is good that “gamble” is selected. The 
gambler is always faced with the possi- 
bility of winning or losing. Is there such 
a chance in God’s work? Think a mo- 
ment. Chance involves at least one un- 
known factor. In flipping a coin a num- 
ber of unknown factors occur. These are: 
the weight of the coin, the pressure of 
_ the wind, the energy used in flipping, 
the side up when the coin is flipped and 
so on. The Christian coin possesses no 
unknown factors that would change its 
original purpose. 


The Difference 

To those outside the Christian realm, 
missions is a big “gamble”, They see 
_missions with little or no chance to win. 
There was once a young man entering 
the mission- work and preparing to take 
his young wife with him. Her parents, 
learning of this, detested the idea, say- 
ing: “Our daughter will be just as good 
as dead. If she goes, she gives up the 
best we have provided for her.” Then 
turn to recent newspapers and religious 
periodicals and read of Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer, theologian, organist, writer, 
and organ builder of note. Was he gam- 
bling with a lost cause in South Africa? 
Hear him summarize his mission work: 
“He who does good does not sacrifice.” 

Yet, can we let the unknowing and 
ignorant stop usP No, not in the least. 
The worldlings don’t know that the haz- 
ards of disease, heat, insects, separation, 
etc., in themselves become helps and 
stepping stones to greater faith. As one 
young missionary told, “Upon entering 
our home one night I lifted the latch on 
the gate and found I had picked up a 
snake. Fortunately the snake did not 
strike.” Another missionary relates: “The 
Japanese bombs fell all around the room 
into which I had gathered the girls. 
When they left, only this room was left 
undamaged.” These were momentous 
hazards in which Christ gave greater 
strength and prepared his workers for fu- 
ture growth in difficulties, 


What the Church Risks 


There is a sense in which the Church 
as an organization does take a great risk 
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in undertaking the missionary operation 
in all parts of the world. The more remote 
the parts in which this work is done, 
the greater the risk for the Church. 
Nevertheless, because the Church be- 
lieves that her Lord was in earnest when 
He said, “Go ye and make disciples of 
all the nations”, she cheerfully assumes 
that risk, cost what it may in terms of 
consecrated and redeemed lives and in 
terms of time invested and dollars ex- 
pended. 

What does this risk involve, so far as 
the Church as an organization is con- 


cerned? The recruiting and preparing of 


men and women for personal ‘service in 
this far-flung enterprise is the first big 
task. It involves the investment of many 
dollars and requires the publicizing of 
the kind of work done in each of the 
six fields of the Church’s overseas mis- 
sions, telling the Church of the specific 
needs of men and women in each of 
them. This last includes the use of all 
the modern media—pamphlets, magazine 
articles, film strips, slides, motion pictures, 
radio and recordings, addresses and _per- 
sonal visitation, etc.—now available for 
such use. The sum required annually to 
do just that is considerable. 

Once the prospective missionaries have 
been secured, there follows the period of 
individual and specific preparation for 
their task. Some of this is done in the 
homeland before the missionary is com- 
missoned and sent out. (Often even the 
cost of preparaton in the homeland is 
shared by the Church.) Of course, the 
cost of travel to and from the field is 
the Church’s, as is any medical expenses 
which the missionary may incur. Then, 
there is always physical equipment of var- 
ious kinds which each missionary must 
have, depending upon the kind of station 
at which he is to be placed and the kind 
of work he is to do. More remains to be 
done once the missionary reaches the 
field of his service. Very frequently this 
involves at least a year of language study 
in some appropriate school in the terri- 
tory where the missionary will serve, dur- 
ing all of which time the salary of the 
missionary and the expense of such in- 
struction must be paid by the Church. 

The probability is that by the time the 
average new missionary is prepared to 
begin his actual work in the field to 
which he has been assigned, several years 
have elapsed and $5,000 or more has 
been invested in him and his potential 
service by the Church at home. This is 
a considerable sum per person, and the 
Church at home will have to devote 
many more dollars to the Foreign Mis- 
sion cause in the future if she is to take 


‘advantage of the missionary ae 


Wie ee to aA? Tac 3 ok 


ities that now confront her in some p 


of the world. x 
Careful screening of all candidates for 


a 
such missionary service abroad has been 


the policy of the Foreign Mission Board _ 
and the Personnel Committee of the Wo- 
men’s Missionary Society for years, but 
despite their best efforts there is an oc-_ 
casional person who actually gets through 
the training period but who does not 
make good as a missionary. The Church. 
has to take this risk; there is no alterna- 
tive. ; 
Besides the deaths which océisionaaal 
take place in missionary personnel due 
to the peculiar hazards of certain fields, 
there is incapacitating illness which is a 


costly hazard to be reckoned with, There — 


are times when the ill missionary has to_ 
be returned to his native land for highly 
specialized medical treatment, obtainable 
only at large expense. This also entails 
extra travel costs, especially when air 
transportation is used. The Church, how- 
ever, must take this risk; she can not 
avoid it. And when her servants become 
ill, the best that modern medicine can 


provide is not too good nor too costly — 


for them. The Church has a large ma- 
terial investment in all her workers, but 
especially in her overseas workers. She 
can not do otherwise than to seek the 
most talented of her members for such 
service abroad, give them the best pos- 
sible preparation for their task, do all she 
can to keep them in physical health that 
their morale may be kept high, and that 


the service to which they have been’ 


called may be done effectually—the bring- 
ing of the Gospel of Christ to the last 
and the least of God’s creatures every- 


where. x 
But even a great Church body can 


come dangerously near to making a ma-_ 
jor mistake in this respect. Some years” 


ago, at one of its bi-ennial conventions, 4 
a serious’ motion, to abandon its Mission — 
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in Liberia, Africa, was entertained by 


| 


The United Lutheran Church in America. 


The argument was based on the fact that 
the mission in Africa had been so very 


costly in terms of lives and dollars, thate 


it had shown so little growth and pro- 


gress over a long period of years. We can 


now point with satisfaction to the fact 


that this motion was lost by an over- 4 


whelming vote. News of the work in Li- ; 


beria today shows that substantial and 


i. 


continued progress is now being made. 


A Call to Youth 
Urgent appeals are made that youths 
answer this call of the church. Why 


youth? Because of their physical stamina, : 


/ 
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Yeady minds, and life expectancy. Youth 


"never gives up! Did you see the movie, 
“I Am With You’? Therein is the story 


of a youthful missionary whose wife and 
young child accidentally died in Africa 
as a result of the hazards there. Even 
this did not turn him back. He went 
‘right on. Again, what would be more 
thrilling than to have been with one of 
our youthful missionaries just returning 
to Liberia. Before leaving the States he 
had spent all his surplus money buying a 
second hand airplane. His plans were to 
take the plane back and use it to save 
travel time. Now it takes five days by 
car and hammock from the port of em- 


_ barkation to the main mission station. The 
airplane was his own responsibility. The 
_ Foreign Board had nothing to do with it. 


Due to the fact that the cost of trans- 
porting it was far above the actual cost 
of the plane, he had to leave it in the 
States, hoping later to ship it to Liberia. 
Is this not youth answering the call and 
challenge of the Mission field? The 
world says “What a waste of time, talent, 
and money.” The Church replies: “God 
be with you, young man. Give Him your 
best.” 


Missions Get Results 

The most difficult operation of “the 
Church’s Gamble” for the world to un- 
derstand, is the way missions work. We 
send missionaries into pagan lands with- 
out knowing before whether any of the 
natives will acept the Christian message. 
We do not “try” a field to see if it pays 
‘off in numbers and statistics first.. In 
Christ this would be as foolish as “try- 
ing” marriage to see if it works; and if it 
does not to seek a divorce. Man marries 
woman: for life as the Church marries 
its missions for life. The spirit of Father 
Heyer states our position, Hearing that 
there were no new recruits to replace 
‘him in the foreign field, Father Heyer, 
in his seventies, volunteered to return. 
This is the spirit that makes the world 
say: “Thumbs down”. But this is the 
undying action of a Saviour who said: 
“J will come again to bring all men unto 
myself.” 


The Final Answer 

Ultimate failure is not possible in the 
Lord’s work. There is only purpose and 
an ever present goal. Those who seek it 
are given a share in building His King- 
dom. To what better undertaking could 
we give our best? In Christ we always 
win! “Whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it: and whosoever shall lose his life 
for my sake shall find it.” The mission- 
ary enterprise whether at home or over- 
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seas is really no gamble for either the 
Church or the missionary. Both are as- 
sured of final victory in Christ. When the 
seed of the Word is faithfully sown, there 
will be a harvest—a harvest of souls, any 
one of which is more priceless than any- 
thing else in all the world. The cost in 
the aggregate to the Church, even though 
it be considerable in terms of dollars and 
cents, is not to be compared with the 
worth of souls redeemed. Success in the 
enterprise is assured because it is in ac- 
cordance with God’s will and in obe- 
dience to His command that the Church 
goes forth to all men with His Gospel. 
Believing God’s Word, the Church heark- 
ens to His command and takes whatever 
risk is required to fulfill it, whether it 
be in the investment of large sums of 
money or in the giving of life, the serv- 
iceable lives of her chosen and _ best. 
Indeed, the Church so believes that she 
is willing to stake all she has of life and 
financial resources on the final outcome of 
the missionary enterprise at home and 


abroad. 


® THE BIBLE SPEAKS 

Acts 16:7-10. “Come over into Macedonia 
and help us”. The call of the Holy Spirit 
is authoritative. When or where makes no 
difference to the Christian missionary. 
For, as Paul, we are ever-ready to an- 
swer “yes”. 


Jonah 1:4. Jonah ran from the call of God 
to preach in Ninevah, He thought his 
God was too good for those pagans. But 
in difficulty Jonah learned different. 


Acts 6:5; 8:1-3. Stephen exemplifies the 
stamina and conviction that must per- 
sonalize every missionary. Scorn, nor 
stone can never silence the effective work 


of God. 


Philemon. What better example of inter- 
cession on the part of a missionary than 
Paul here? Through him Onesimus be- 
comes a new man in the sight of his 
former owner. 


Isaiah 53. Herein is described in proph- 
ecy the work and life of Christ. It 
was to be difficult, tragic and hard, So is 
the work of a missionary. But each haz- 
ard becomes a stepping stone to greater 
work in his kingdom. 


Mark 1:1-8. John the Baptist exemplifies 
what missionaries must speak. Never their | 
own but God’s. He shows the dramatic 
proportion to which missionaries must 
go even to attracting attention in Camels 
hair eating locust and wild honey. 


Mark 4:1-9. Missions are to be developed 
on stony, barren, thorny ground where 
the seeds of God are sown. The sower 
knows that some will hear and heed. He 
never gives up but works on and on. 


JAPAN—AN OPPORTUNITY TODAY! 
Acts 1:1-8 
By MARY HELTIBRIDLE, Ed.D., Missionary to Japan, Hanover, Pa. 


© METHOD POSSIBILITIES 


1. Invite a guest speaker. Call a Japanese 
student if there is one in your locality. Or in- 
vite a missionary, or an interested service man 
or woman who has served with the Allied Army 
of Occupation in Japan. If a Nisei (Japanese 
born in the United States) lives in your com- 
munity, invite him or her to be present and 
have some part in the program. 

2. Show movies or slides which present some 
of the recent scenes of the Church in Japan. 


_ The following are available: 


Motion Picture Reels—16mm films 
“We Bear Witness” (Black and White—sound ) 
18 minutes $2.50 
“Fujita, Orphan in Japan” (Color, sound) 387 
minutes $12.00 or Offering 
“Kenji Comes Home’ (Color, 
minutes $10.00 
Slides—2 inch by 2 inch 
“A New Day In Japan” $1.00 
“Our Japan Church” $1.00 
These slides and reels may be secured from 
the United Lutheran Publication House, Phila- 
delphia, or from your nearest branch. In ad- 
dition to the rental charge, the user must pay 
postage both ways. 
3. Have Leaguers conduct a panel forum, 
or a discussion group. Assign topics as follows: 
a. What is the Lutheran Church of Japan? 
b. What has influenced the Japanese peo- 
ple to become Christians? 
c. What methods does our Church use 
for the evangelization of the Japanese? 
d. The challenge. 


@ SUGGESTED PROGRAM 


Organ or Piano Prelude 


sound) 37 


= 


Call to Worship—a Prayer of Kagawa, a famous 
Christian evangelist and social worker: 
“Christ, Who didst walk on Galilee, 

Lead me to peace in this sad world; 

Thou who didst fall asleep in that frail boat 

On storm tossed sea, 

Oh, lead me to that world where all is 
understood— 

Live Thou, O Christ, in me!” 

From: Songs from the Land of Dawn 
by Toyohiko and other Japan- 
ese poets. Interpretation by 
Lois J. Erickson, Friendship 
Press, New York, 1949. 


Hymn 
“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” 
(42 CSB; 50 PSH; 20 CYH®) 
or 
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
(195 CSB; 184 PSH; 149 CYH*) 
Scripture Reading: Acts 1:1-8 
Hymn 
“T Need Thee, Precious Jesus” 
(867 CSB; 268 PSH; 191 CYH*) 


or, another favorite of Japanese Christians 
“Chief of Sinners Tho I Be” (3380 CSB) 


Speaker, Discussion, or Pictures 


theme 


to present 


Prayer—-A good opportunity for sentence prayers 
Offering 
Closing Hymn 


“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” 
(158 CSB; 108 PSH; 51 CYH*) 


*Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of 
the U.L.P.H. 
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® BASIC MATERIALS 
Decorate the room with pictures of Japan and 
of Japanese Christian leaders. 


Reference Sources—for pictures and information. 

Lutheran Woman's Work—any copy since 
1947 

The Foreign Missionary—any copy since 1947 

Annual Report of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions. Ask your pastor for a copy. 

Songs from the Land of Dawn—Kagawa and 
Others—Friendship Press, New York, 1949 

The World at One in Prayer—Fleming 

Each With His Own Brush—Fleming 

Any of the 1949-1950 Interdenominational 
Mission Study Material on Japan. Consult 
your Missionary Society Presidents. 


@ LET THE WORD SPEAK 
Acts 1:1-8. A bit of Big History and a 
Command. 


Matthew 28:16-20. The Command, and 
a promise. Applies to all Christians in 
all places at all times. 


John 17:1-4, Jesus’ idea of His job on 
earth. 


John 15:12-17. The Command again. 
The words are different. How about the 
meaning? Do Love and Duty differ? 


John 15:18, Read it again. Who are our 
friends? Who is our neighbor? 


John 12:24-25, Could Jesus have been 
wanting to talk to us here—about those 
“other sheep” who are not in His fold? 


| John 12:26. Another command? Or is it 
the same one? 


® THE TOPIC 
What Is the Lutheran Church 
of Japan? 

It is a body of about three thousand 
Christians with churches in cities and in 
country towns scattered from Tokyo down 
through the southern island of Kyushu. 
Most of these churches have a small 
baptized membership, ranging from ap- 
proximately twenty to one hundred fifty 
members. In addition to the baptized 
membership, there is always a group of 
non-members ,who come, with varying 
degrees of regularity and intensity of 
purpose, as seekers. Some of these ‘are 
only mildly curious about the Christian 
Gospel. Others are earnestly seeking a 
God to give them peace in their hearts. 

Among both the members and the 
non-members are all classes and all con- 
ditions of men and women. Old folks are 
there. The young folks are there. The 
middle aged people are there, too. Some 
come alone, sometimes with and some- 
times without the blessing of their rela- 
tives. Some family groups. 
Teachers and tradesmen are there. So 
are the students and also the unlearned. 
Doctors, diggers in the soil, clerks, house- 
wives, bus drivers, the cultured and the 


come in 


Thirty 


1 - 
rough—all these come to worship Christ 
or to seek Him. 

The majority of these baptized folks 
are first-generation-Christians, although 
there are a few who proudly say that 
their parents and their grandparents were 
Christians. For these first-generation- 
Christians, there is no point in singing 
“Faith of Our Fathers” for the faith of 
their fathers was in many diversified 
gods. What will the Church of tomorrow 
be? What hymns will the next generation 
sing? A part of the answer will depend 
upon what Luther Leaguers in America 
do with Jesus Christ! 


What Has Influenced Japanese People 
To Become Christian? 

Who knows? God moves in a myster- 
ious way to perform His wonders. A few 
are able to say that they were won to 
Christ because they lived with Christian 
parents. Others acknowledge their grati- 
tude to a Christian teacher in some 
school. One student wrote to his teacher 
just after his baptism, “Sometimes I think 
money is the greatest power in the world. 
Money helped me find Christ. If my par- 
ents had not had enough money I could 
not have come to this school. If I had 
not come to this school I would not have 
found Christ.” But again, who knows? 

Some Japanese know Christ because 
their friends knew him. An honest Japan- 
ese convert feels impelled to become a 
missionary to his friends. He interprts 
“Go, tell” as his own personal business. 

Pastors and missionaries spend their 
days and parts of their nights preaching 
and teaching that people might know 
the only true God and Jesus Christ whom 
God did send. Sometimes people listen. 
Sometimes they don’t. Some times the 
impelling desire for baptism comes quick- 
ly to those who listen. Sometimes the 
idea simmers for a dozen or more years 


until a sort of Damascus Road experience, 


comes. 

Because the Japanese are a highly liter- 
ate people, many have been helped in 
their search for Christ by reading about 
Him in books, magazines, and tracts, and 
in newspaper advertisements about the 
Bible. These people like to sing, and 
group hymn singing appears to draw 
many closer to God. 

Two organizations in Japan which have 
been of much evangelistic value to all 
Christian denominations are The Chris- 
tian Literature Society and the Bible So- 
ciety. Both of these have headquarters 
in Tokyo, and are charged with the re- 
sponsibility of producing Christian Liter- 
ature for many of the major Protestant 
denominations. 


In the Lutheran Church we have had 
the aid of newspaper evangelism. This 
was highly successful during the years_ 
preceding the war, had to be abandoned _ 
during the war, and is now about to be — 
revived. Notices are inserted in daily 
newspapers telling people where to write 
for Christian information. This agency 
has reached sailors, those who are ill at 
home and in hospitals, and people living 
in remote areas where there is no Chris- 
tian Church. 

About one person in every hundred in _ 
Japan is Christian. The other ninety-nine? 
Whose help is it they need? 
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How To Evangelize the Japanese 
People 

As many methods to evangelize are 
being used as can be afforded, with 
existing resources. Resources are never 
adequate. There are not enough native 
pastors and missionaries from abroad. 
There is not enough money, nor enough 
time. There isn’t enough Christ-like love, 
and there isn’t enough praying. 

The general work of the Luther 
Church of Japan has three classifications. _ 

The first of these is direct evangeliza- 
tion. This includes the work of the Japan-_ 
ese pastors and the ordained missionaries. 
It concerns the organized church and its” 
service of worship and preaching. It also 
includes  street-preaching and Sunday 
Schools in as many places as possible. 
In most cases, each congregation is under 
the care of an ordained Japanese pastor. 
Ordained missionaries help to do pioneer 
work in establishing new preaching places _ 
and new congregations. They also con- 
duct Sunday School classes, Bible study 
groups, and assist Japanese pastors. 

The second classification includes the 
teaching part of the work of our Church. 
The Lutheran Church has two high 
schools, one for boys and one for girls, 
both located in the city of Kumamoto. 
Teachers in these schools include both | 
missionaries and Japanese. The combined 
enrollment in the two schools totals about 
two thousand students. 

Since Japan is a land where children’ 
are given very special love, Japan. has 
been, in many respects fertile soil for the 
development of the kindergarten. Prior 
to 1900 Christians began to take advan- 
tage of this fact for the Gospel’s sake, 
and now our Lutheran Church in Japan 
operates about twenty kindergartens. 
Few of the children who come to our 
schools are Christian. Our schools exist 
that the children may learn and then be 
led to Christ. 

The third classification includes the 
“works of love and mercy’—homes for 
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the helpless old and young. The Lutheran 
Church has two such welfare centers, one 
in Kumamoto (The Colony of Mercy), 
__and the other in Tokyo. 


The Challenge 
Rural Japan has had little opportunity 
to hear of God’s love. Why? Partly be- 


cause here are not enough workers. What 
_ will you do about it? 


Post war Japan is weary. The war years 

were long and hard. People there need 

_ to hear Jesus say to them, “Come unto 

me... and I will give you rest’. But 

_ how can they hear, unless they be told? 
Would you tell them? 


Post war Japan is hungry. They need 
food in their stomachs, and food in their 
_ souls. What are you eating? You have 
_ both to spare. 


Japan’s children are lost, and some of 
their leaders are confused. Are any of 
you interested in showing them to a 
- Cross where there is one who says, “I 
am the way”? 


Japan’s young people are bewildered. 

_ “War is hell.” The aftermath of war is 

hell, too. Japan’s youth needs a Friend 

and a Saviour. Are you feeling friendly? 

Friendly enough to go the limit? Do 
- some praying. 


Join the March of Dimes 


THE NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR INFANTILE PARALYSIS 
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Quota Paid 
Mee Galforia 2.5. eens $320.00 $320.00 ( 4) 
RC AITACA': 7.) -afs 513 a0 yooh 880.00 430.04 
Columbia District ... 102.00 
Connecticut -!. 5) ...3.4 228.00 26.25 
PM OTIG a) pe, 2 Front oo oe 113.00 118.00 ( 8) 
Georgia-Alabama .... 225.00 45.75 
HOT IS Shareap tee os sis nue 718.00 718.00 ( 6) 
TSG HG aie ieee 350.00 350.00 (10) 
Taha Os eae oe ear eae 400.00 200.00 
USE: SA BRR eS ace 272.00 75.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee . 233.00 IA. 
Naxydan Ge 27,012 i075, «<0 885.00 604.00 
IMichIeara ee. - serps 200.00 200.00 ( 1) 
PVEREISVCSE Tn, bic.) 5 <0e «eis 492.00 492.00 ( 7) 
Minnesota .......... 410.00 97.30 
PMEISSISSIDDI <6 ue. ane es 35.00 15.00 
iV Toye: La: ao ee en ae 65.00 
Nebraska” <i. ss. one 340.00 840.00 ( 9) 
New Jersey ........- 545.00 250.00 
Eyre NCOL Toya tae, alig's 1020.00 252.00 
North Carolina ..... 1697.00 1697.00 ( 2) 
IOV SCO As cucas« ct 90.00 
BORER i chicos oicinsdcs*ieas. rs 1020.00 719.85 
Pacific Northwest .... 67.00 
Centra! Pennsylvania. 1700.00 231.70 
Ministerium of Penna. 2880.00 1948.28 
PATCES DUNE ese Wis ete elo ones 1020.00 608.44 
Rocky Mountain .... 98.00 98.00 ( 8) 
South Carolina ...... 975.00 495.76 
PORE Sills ieilivauserer sells, eve 253.00 44,80 
RT CATURA Dor Sa se wialna ss 685.00 685.00 ( 5) 
West Virginia .......- 145.00 50.00 
Western Canada .... 138.00 
Wisconsin .......5. 425.00 141.91 
Puerto Rico .=.<..-+. 
Special... 0.5. csc enee 
$11,423.83 
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Quota 
$830.00 
995.00 
135.00 
215.00 
160.00 
335.00 
975.00 
900.00 
820.00 
190.00 
285.00 
1330.00 
150.00 
750.00 
575.00 
40.00 
25.00 
495.00 
735.00 
1600.00 
2100.00 
150.00 
1900.00 
105.00 
1810.00 
3350.00 
1835.00 
100.00 
1475.00 
315.00 
720.00 
750.00 
210.00 
575.00 


Hawaii 


Paid 


$23.00 


= 
he) 
in) 


$83.20 


Special Gifts 


$55.00 


10.00 


$597.50 


Faith in Youth Of’ g 


1948 1949 
$514.33 $145.86 
440.57 
5.00 
20.00 
103.45 26.30 
210.15 125,42 
486.33 104.87 
286.86 94.67 
348.34 19.76 
164.71 99.15 
208.49 67.16 
450.27 320.55 
88.98 24.18 
379.78 38.98 
842.98 
39.88 
15.40 
* 284,25 88.29 
265.38 64.00 | 
1003.74 112.87 
1471.85 676.34 
55.02 
1461.40 191.85 
181.29 
967.29 234.63 
1114.18 380.15 
660.22 248.39 
101.34 10.00 
697.99 321.90 
270.69 11.84 
594.19 238.51 
148.37 148.28 
232.55 
260.94 87,92 
$13,876.21 $3881.87 
Thirty-one 


A Service Record of Note 
(Continued from Page 4) 

ville, Minneapolis, Cleveland, and Philadelphia conven- 
tions of The United Lutheran Church in America. The 
Minneapolis convention (1944) made him a member of 
the Church’s Board of Education. Later he was appointed 
to represent the Church on the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil’s Student Service Commission (1945-1949) during the 
experimental period before it became a Division and was 
governed by the regular commissioners of the churches 
to that agency. 

Alvin owes much to Luther League, as Luther League 
owes much’ to Alvin. This is by no means a complete 
record of his service—which would include service on the 
local, district and state levels of organization. Alvin met 
his good wife in Luther League. She was Ruth Otter- 
bein, daughter of Dr. F. W. Otterbein of North Austin 
Church, Chicago, whom he married in the summer of 
1935. They now have two fine children—Paul Alvin, 15 
years old, and Jane Ruth, 10 years old. 

Alvin is and has been for 25 years a member of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Weehawken, N. J., is now 
Superintendent of its Church School, and a member of 
the Council. Mrs. Schaediger is organist of the Church. 
Theirs is a church family. 

The unique thing about Alvin’s League experience was 
that it did not begin until after he graduated from col- 
lege in 1925. He reports that during his college course 
he attended a North Atlantic Regional Conference of 
Lutheran Students at Philadelphia in 1924 where he came 
under the influence of Dr. C. P. Harry who was actively 
interested in the Church’s youth work through voluntary 
service of The Luther League of America. As a result of 
this contact, Alvin states, he became actively interested 
in youth work and became a member of the Luther League 
of Good Shepherd Church, Weehawken. 


Our Thoughts Turn To Hawaii 


(Continued from Page 17) 
cially those who have never been present at a convention 
of The Luther League of America, more will be told 
about Dr. Bieber, either in connection with the service 
for that day or in the January issue of The Luther League 
Review. 
Sending the Funds 

All funds for this project should be sent promptly to 
the synodical or conference treasurer of the organization 
in your area, or otherwise as your state or synodical 
Luther League officers designate. That treasurer will in 
turn send the funds on to The Luther League of America. 
However, if there is no Luther League as such in a con- 
gregation, or if the local youth officers do not know who 
the proper. person is in their state or synodical or con- 
ference organization to whom to send such funds, they 
will be received at Headquarters (LLA, 1228 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa.) and credited to the proper 
state or synodical quota if the sender will indicate his 
synod. 
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BOOK OF THE-MONTH-CLUB 


DECEMBER SELECTIONS 


FOR INTERMEDIATES. 


MOUNTY IN A JEEP—By Thomas Morris Longstreth 
Macmillian $2.50 158 Pages 
A young Canadian in the mounted police does a difficult job tam- 
ing a refractory outpost community in the Far North and building up, by 
means of the Mounted Police Youth Program, a following among the 
local youngsters. 


FOR SENIORS 


GOD HAS SPOKEN—By David Noel Freedman and James D. Smart 


The Westminster Press $2.00 262 Pages 

This is a new kind of book which discusses the various books of the 
Old Testament individually and by groups. The prophets and the kings» 
as well as the ordinary people who figure in Scripture are shown to be. 
real people, much like ourselves, and therefore faced with the same- 
basic problems. 


FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


MARY—By Sholem Asch 5 

Putnam $3.50 i 436 Pages 

Fiction, enriched by the writer’s scholarly research, his vivid im- 

agination, and his outstanding ability. It is a masterpiece of literature. 

The character of Mary is superbly done; the character of Jesus, reyerent- 

ly drawn. The abundance of detail enriches this colorful fictionized 
account of the mother of Jesus. 
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The Luther League of America 


Suite 405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228-134 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 


EXECUTIVE STAFF 


REV. JOSEPH W. FREASE -. - - Executive Secretary 
REV. WILLIAM J. DUCKER - - Associate Secretary 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


OFFICERS 
ROY HENRICKSON - - - - = 
Box 298, Zelienople, Pa. 
GARFIELD E. RAYMOND -. - - _ First Vice-President 
86 Norman Avenue, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 
RAYSCGLINES so Seen ee Second Vice-President — 
Route 3, Concord, N. C. 
MISS RUTH GREVE - - - - _ Recording Secretary 
77 W. Washington St., Chicago 2, Ill. 
HOWARD TURKHEIMER, Jr. - - - - Treasurer 
405 Muhlenberg Bldg., 1228 Spruce St., Phila. 7, Pa. 


MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 


Term 1949-1951 
EUGENE GEIGER - DeKalb Street, Center Square, Penna. 
MISS ELEANORE GUDERIAN - 1002 Lynnhurst, Louisville, Ky. 
REV. W. F. MOST - 5211 Seward St., Omaha 4, Nebraska 
CLARENCE L. NEUN - 160 Hagen St., Buffalo 15, N.Y. §- 
Chairman, Special Gifts ; 
Term 1949-1953 : 
GEORGE BILLMAN - 739 Woodlawn Ave., Springfield, O. 
LUTHER DEHNEL - 2609 Portland, Minneapolis, Minn. 
REV. HAROLD F. PARK 
A-2 Kelly Court Apts., MacArthur Ave., Columbia, S. C. 
MISS EDNA WAGNER 


2142 W. Lexington St., Baltimore, Md. 


Immediate Past President 
HOWARD L. LOGAN - 757 Pioneer Drive, Glendale 6, Cal. 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
REV. PAUL J. RENZ - 263 Oakwood St., Hammond, Ind. 
Chairman, Education Committee 
REV. ALFRED L. BECK - 33 Grove St., Rochester SANZYe 
Chairman, Life Service Committee 
MISS MARGARET McFALLS - 1809 Third St., Altoona, Pa. 
Chairman, Missionary Committee 
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— “A Good College for Young Men and Women” nore ottege 
—— ; Founded 1842 Co-Educational 
== Owned and controlled by the South Caro- 3 SALEM, VIRGINIA resitwpa se 
— lina, Georgia-Alabama and Florida Synods Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
=== Virginia. 
ame Academically Accredited Educationally Efficient A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 
SSS re Pre-professional offerings in the ma‘or fields. Business 
a Spiritually Sound Administration. y 
= : New admissions in February, June, and September. 
— For catalogue write: JAMES C. KINARD, President H. SHERMAN OBERLY, Ph.D., President 

== 
— NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA = 


WN a es Aki TE Re Ty 


@ Presents regularly the All- 
Lutheran en re aug- ; S U S Q U E H A N N A U N l V ER S | T y 
mented for our use. (Co-educationa! ) SELINSGROVE, PA. 


G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President — -—~ 


An Accredited College Stressing 
Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


® Especially suited to the interest 
of high schoolers. 


Price 75 cents = A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
Order from High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 


A.B., B.S., and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


Luther League of America 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. For Catalogue write Russell Galt, Ph.D., Dean 


ae Ee OLEEGE 


Devoted to Education GREENVILLE, PA. 
has brought to Wittenberg nationwide recognition as a Dig 
strong liberal arts ek ase ee OC ari epee if fs Porn College 
Wittenberg develops the well-rounded student—intellect- i g ° 
ually, spiritually, physically, socially. oO Li eral rts and Sciences 
‘Write for the Catalog and View Book Co-educational Fully Accredited 
W | if T FE N B F R G C 0 L [ F G E For information write to 
Dean Herbert G. Gebert President William F. Zimmerman 

Founded in 1845 Springfield, Ohio An Institution of the Pittsburgh Synod 


® Only Lutheran Intermediate 


WATERLOO COLLEGE topics series in U. S. A. 


Affiliated with the University of Western Ontario ® Written by those who know 
WATERLOO, ONTARIO early teen-agers. 
The only Senior Arts College of the Lutheran Church in Canada. (+) Specially edited for their use. 
Co-educational courses leading to the B.A. Degree. , L: 
Men’s and Women’s Residences on the Campus. Price 75 cents 


Moderate Tuition Fees and Cost of Living. Onin hon, 


For further information apply to: : 
Luther League of America 


H. T. Lenmann, B.A., Tu.D., President Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Christian Training Grounds 
THE HOME—THE CHURCH—THE SCHOOL 


Gettysburg College 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Fully Accredited Coeducational 


A Liberal Arts College Dedicated to the Building 
of Christian Character 


es Se a os MIDLAND COLLEGE 


Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 2nd Year FREMONT, NEBRASKA 


LUTHER @3) LEAGUE 


NAPKINS 


to be used for entertaining, suppers, weddings, picnics, fellowship hours and 


receptions. Luther League Emblem in one corner of folded napkin as described 


and priced below. 


% 

NUMBER ] WHITE EMBOSSED DESIGN NAPKIN, size 18%” x 13%”, 
straight edges, folded in quarter size, Emblem printed in 
plain blue ink. 


NUMBER 3} LUNCHEON NAPKIN, size 13” x 18” with scalloped 
edges, folded in quarter size, Emblem hot-stamped in 
brilliant gold on any of the following colors of plain crepe 
material: White, pink, yellow, light blue or light green (can 
be ordered all of one color or in assorted colors). 


Pet -S0 er ag eee $1.60 
Para OO Sons tater came $2.45 


NUMBER 3 TEA NAPKIN, Rize 9” x 9” with scalloped edges, same 


colors and gold stamping as described in Number 2 Lun- 
cheon Napkins. 


Pere 50 beta eae $1.50 
Per 100 2-7 ee $2.35 


Prices are postpaid. Remittance in full 
should accompany the order. 


SPECIAL MONOGRAMS hot-stamped in gold on special order can be 


supplied. Prices quoted on receipt of information as to copy and style 


desired. Can be used for gift purposes, special anniversaries, etc. 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Specializing in LUTHER LEAGUE SUPPLIES 


429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 
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